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The Debate over the Similarities and Differences
Between Zhu Xi and Lu Jiuyuan from the
Perspectives of an Early Qing Idealist: On Li Fu’s
Comprehensive Analysis of Master Zhu’s Late Works

Tien Fu-Mei

Abstract

In the history of Neo-Confucianism, the debate over the similarities and
differences between Zhu Xi and Lu Jiuyuan has always been an unavoidable topic
for Confucian scholars. By the early Qing Dynasty, it had gradually moved towards
the path of text-based examination in terms of methodology. This article does not
explore the differences between Zhu and Lu’s thoughts, but focuses instead on Li
Fu’s Comprehensive Analysis of Master Zhu's Late Works (Zhu Zi Wannian
Quanlun) as the object of investigation, and explores this early Qing scholars’
examination of “Zhu and Lu’s similarities and differences.” First of all, it explains
that Li Fu went against the rise in popularity of Cheng-Zhu Neo-Confucianism, and
used the prestige of Zhu’s philosophy to promote Lu’s school of thought in the
Comprehensive Analysis of Master Zhu's Late Works. Second, it analyzes Li Fu’s
interpretation of and comments on Master Zhu’s academic correspondence with Lu
Jiuyuan and his friends, which concentrated on several key exchanges and provocations,
including the exchanges after the “Goose Lake Meeting,” Master Zhu’s “Epitaph of
Cao Lizhi (Cao Lizhi Mubiao)” and the debate over “non-polarity” (“wuji”), to
reveal his position on Zhu and Lu’s similarities and differences. Finally, this paper
points out that even though Li Fu experienced transformative developments in his

research methodology, as a traditional Neo-Confucian scholar, he never deviated
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from the guiding principles of the school of thought to which he belonged. His
research methodology differed from that of evidential studies during the Qianlong
and Jiaqing reigns, the two actually belonged to different academic systems. Li’s
methodology started with original historical records and removed the metaphysical
significance of Zhu and Lu’s scholarship during the process of seeking the
similarities and differences between Zhu and Lu. This approach highlighted the
tendency towards practical and concrete learning of the early Qing Neo-Confucianism.
However, the overall significance of the original meaning of the Neo-Confucianism
was also lost in the process. The empirical research direction initiated by Li in turn

became the dominant trend for later Confucian scholars.

Keywords: Li Fu, Comprehensive Analysis of Master Zhu’s Late Works,
Similarities and Differences Between Zhu and Lu, Idealism of

Lu-Wang, Neo-Confucianism of Qing
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