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Rethinking the issue of “Ming Bao”
in “Luogao” of the Book of Historical Documents
and inscriptions on the “Ling Fangyi”

Gu Hai-liang

Abstract

How to interpret “Ming Bao” in the “Luogao” chapter of the Book of Historical
Documents and inscriptions on the “Ling Fangyi”? This is a controversial issue.
Mr. Yang Xiangkui proposes that “Ming Bao” is an alias name of Duke Dan of
the Zhou Dynasty. Since this idea lacks evidence and is imperfect, it is not widely
spread. Scholars do not pay much attention to it either. As a matter of fact, “Ming”
is an alias name of Duke Dan of the Zhou Dynasty, which is commonly seen in
the Book of Historical Documents as well as bronze inscriptions. “Ming Bao” is
not a fixed expression in the Book of Historical Documents, it is also a fictious
concept in inscriptions on the “Ling Fangyi.” There is also no such person named
“Ming Bao” among the offspring of Duke Dan. The relevant sentence in the
“Luogao” should be punctuated as “The King apparently said: Gongming! protect
my children,” and the corresponding statement in inscriptions on the “Ling Fangyi”
should be read as “The King ordered Ming, Duke of Zhou, to protect and manage
the three ministers and feudal lords from four directions.” In summary, “Gong
Ming”(£3HH) is an abbreviation of “Zhou Gongzi Ming”(J&2yF-HH), these two
designations do not contradict, on the contrary, they can support and validate

each other.

Keywords: “Luogao,” Inscriptions on the “Ling Fangyi,” Duke Dan of the Zhou

Dynasty, Ming Bao, Ming

*  Lecturer, Graduate Institute of Chinese Studies, Nantong University.
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