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Old Tradition and New Thought:
from Comments on Prose and Poetry (Shiwen Ping)
to Literary Criticism

Zhang Jian

Abstract

The changing of Comments on Prose and Poetry into Literary Criticism marks
the modern transformation of traditional Chinese scholarship. It is the course of
double construction academically and psychologically. Facing the affect of western
learning, literature is the last and only evidence of national self-confidence in late
Qing Dynasty. With the declaration of the death of traditional Chinese literature,
and of creation of new Chinese literature announced by the New Literateurs, the
tide of introducing Western literature began. Western literary criticism was also
introduced, because the guide from western literary criticism was thought to be
needed for construction of new literature. The traditional Chinese comments on
prose and poetry had been reviewed and reconstructed through principals and
frameworks of western literary criticism, came to be the modermn academy. The key
question is how to handle the relationship between western academy and Chinese
tradition in this course. Both its successes and failures are valuable for today and

future.

Keywords: Comments on prose and poetry, Literary Criticism, New Literature
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Literary Criticism, the Bases in Aesthetics and Poetics (Boston: Ginn and Company, 1899).
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2 (FBIFERMA) Hao

DRk H4o



EEAEINEH - RFREXEMNT 139

Aaranim MErEe ) PRI R I Poetics - A5 (CAMH) H—5 (Gl
BNEIE I —[HIRE - AP TR B H AR e A A rh R BT 2 T » 13 A
i BT S AERTRAE R - NRECRE EENIEY A - HE
— AR B P LR 2 RO Fe AR - o RIREIER R - A
(7-1245) (IEINETAG) ~ JufEHE (1272-1330) CRKRZEERE) ~ TRl (1479-
IS11) (FREEER) ~ BERE (1627-1703) (JHEF) " Hata "B, BUE
B AEWNEFE T SE i o o WANATRL T RIERSEG AR R EFE D U o BEE
BB - TR EEECE AT R E TR Y ik TRFERIEE 23 %
At BH B BT P B T S BRI R AR ) - PR RS IR U S
BEE - BCE THEEEHE ) BEEEN: - FIRGEAR RS - FREERY
JTEREE B EETER - i DAPY TR AT 2 B T ki - B R AR
ML o PUTRFER I B AT H R e HOPHEm A - fH &Ry ~ TEE ~ By~ T
3 fHIETE - s PR R R B Y R R 20 - B rh B SR B
PR RHE IR PA PR AR R 4 - BB ER 2R rh o AN R R I
FIaE R Ik -

(FBFFERARH ) EELIE > 2l « @i - HERERES - B
APHELYE - HREIEF R A - BT SRR SR - REIEFRITEL - IR
HITHRE » TBIFFHISEHE - K — & & HRFEs ARIIRS - SH—FimaEd
BIEFFERFEELC 1 - 05 EAGE NES - SR ER MERE - ERE
IRFPE )T SO RPE R L - #2t5 IR itk F it 07 =t 32 p8 /51
- L EEAR R SO S (IR AAUTRS - C. T. Winchester ) (CSCEHERTIFER ) (Some
Principles of Literature Criticism ) BFAGFIIE NV - 7 RN R0
TEZHBEFRFK - IRRILFICRF Al NS HEA ISRk - RBRE T3
SEFR R T IEE —  HHRLERRGATE R - 1 LR U5 HE (Poetry
is that form of literature whose purpose is to appear to the emotions , and which

is written in metrical form ) o "*$BFUI R 5 A BERGEIRBUTER - 15K

HARRE (RABLE) E3H H3o

PRI (FEFERM) B4

PO k3 H 3o

127 5 L3 - H 46 B3| B4 AT 4 #tk 7 - Caleb Thomas Winchester, Some Principles of Literary
Criticism, pp. 227-228 o

128 Caleb Thomas Winchester, Some Principles of Literary Criticism, p. 232.
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