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A Merchant, Layperson and Loyalist:
The Significance of the Compilation
of Mao Jin’s Mingseng Hongxiuji

Lai Pei-cheng

Abstract

By selecting and publishing many books, Mao Jin (1599-1659) has been
widely known as a publisher in the late Ming and early Qing dynasties. Among
the books he published, Mingseng Hongxiuji is an anthology of poetry aiming
particularly at collecting monks’ poems. Since Mao Jin published it just before
the Ming-Qing transition and targeted monks’ poems, this anthology is appropriate
for the investigation of Mao Jin’s identity as a layperson and his attitude toward
Buddhism at that time. By examining Mao Jin’s publishing history and catalogues,
this article firstly points out that Mingseng Hongxiuji was one of the series of
books, Ming Sixiu Ji, which originally consisted of Guoxiu, Hongxiu, Yinxiu and
Guixiu. It provides the historical evidence for us to analyze the publisher’s
planning of the anthology with the intention to collect poems on special topics.
Secondly, after re-examining Mao Jin’s roles in printing and publishing the
Jiaxing Tripitaka as well as anthologies of other monks’ poems, we can say that
his faith in Buddhism and interests in gathering ancient texts are mutually
complementary. Thirdly, there are many brief biographies of monks and their
works in Mingseng Hongxiuji from the late Yuan dynasty, which offers us a clue
to investigate Mao Jin’s empathy with the people suffering during the tumultuous

late Yuan period. In summary, this article intends to explain how Mao Jin made
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connections with Buddhist monks and believers through his compiling and

publishing efforts during the Ming-Qing transition.

Keywords: Mao Jin, monks’ poems, loyalists’ poems, Yuan poetry, late Ming and

early Qing
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