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A Restless Recluse:
Sikong Tu’s Writing Strategy under
Self-preservation Mentality in Late Tang

Lee Chi-hung

Abstract

Reclusion in troubled times often has the purpose of avoiding disasters.
There has been little research regarding the seemingly conflicting fact that
Sikong Tu remained a “famous” recluse yet still attracted attention of the court,
military governors and other literati. This paper points out that Sikong Tu lived
in reclusion to avoid the Gengzi disaster, after that he held an attitude of
self-preservation and stayed away from direct involvement with politics. However,
he was still concerned about the political situation. Although he was aware that
he could not single-handedly save the empire, his poems still showed political
concerns. Being a restless recluse required him to be more cautious in writing
strategies. For example, he wrote many realistic inscriptions for local military
governors, but deliberately steered clear of sensitive names to avoid potential
persecution. It is noteworthy how Sikong Tu expressed political intention

appropriately, considering the political situation at that time.

Keywords: Sikong Tu, recluse, Self-preservation mentality, writing strategy
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