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A Study on Twenty-Seven Items
with Radicals of “Yi”, “Shang” and “Shi”
from Transcription of Ancient Chinese Characters

Lin Ching-yuan

Abstract

This essay is based on characters with radicals of “yi” (—), “shang” (_F)
and “shi” (7x) included in the Transcription of Ancient Chinese Words by Xu
Zaiguo. It discusses in depth problems related to the transformations of fourteen
characters: yi (—), yuan (JG), tian (°K), shang (_F), di (%), li (id), xi (i), lu
(), xiang (i), zhi (jik), fu (iE), you (i), zhi (fiX) and ti (ji2), which result in
twenty-seven sets of transcribed ancient character forms.

The transcribed ancient character forms can be difficult to understand at
first glance. However, up close examination, we can find rules to interpret them.
The problems are sometimes attributed to the original characters being mistaken
for phonetic loan characters (tongjia zi) or synonyms by Song scholars when
they compiled books of ancient characters. Sometimes they are caused by morphing,
mistaking or misplacing of the characters during transcription. Identification of
the causes of these problems can greatly enhance our understanding of the

original forms of the transcribed ancient characters and their academic value.

Keywords: transcription of ancient Chinese characters, Hanjian, Ancient Script
in Four-tone Rhyme-order (Guwen Sisheng Yun), Rhyme Book of

Transcription of Ancient Chinese Characters (Jizhuan Guwen Yunhai)

* Distinguished Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Chung Hsing University.
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