BARFXEH H=+=H
2019 4 12 F 229280 &

RV 2 ] ¢ A EE Wy SO o S e AR I

¥ % e
W OB

19~ 20 {232 » BEFVEII AR LS R nE AR BOG e E) - SCHHRYAS
oy B B B BRI Ry T BRI S 7 BRI FERD - ASCERET 1900-1910 4
AALEEIR (1873-1929) SCHHGERAAR SLAERL - B S A SR P SR $f
WHEZET - Bz A AFEA TG S5l A Y BE 2 3 - FTARrs A B SO
GG RE LR T

TESI TR - AL RSO Ew AT o0 Ry — (B AR« AR B
By N ERE SR LAY 5 SCUIRTBRPERE R G 5 ISR A IERS R 2K
T SCH o 55— 1A BERE R S W (el [ BEE A BEREE - L PO iy 3R JE Il 29 e B
SRR ESER o ASCER Ry » Fh RO FRI G FEAE /S a0 iR A v B B
RAEAE - A — TR PR R BB A1 B R R AH R A OB -
It - A AEERAY SR P SCHFRA A R R R R RIBGERIEY) - T2 R
FRERTESYER ~ RSN - ERIRRIREZIN BRI - BHe TRy
{EELEFRRME -

IRV R PMEEEFRARE RS - A RGEE DR E 5 2B A 5L
WG - ERRAPICRE] B AR - DL IESRE R | T B iy AR AL -
FRR L D E (s AR - SR PR L BB — B > i R R TS AR L 2]

2018/9/10 Y& 75 > 2018/10/31 HE & E # > 2019/9/26 1537 f Uk 4 -

"R % 105 4 JE A9 B REOR A 5T B AR 105-2410-H-002-177 2R MR - WY Bk
RERFERLR LFEIERL MRS - HWXA - EWRA FHBE
BB AT (2018 4.6 1 14-15 H ) AERATGE L XX ERTRER  #K
En

BRI E KR E AR R -

DOI: 10.30407/BDCL.201912_(32).0007



230 BAFXEH HF=+H

FIPAIERIEIRE - DRI EE e T B IR Rl 1 B A T SR @ 1 PR - 55— 51T
At 3 SR PG SR AH A B 2R AR 20 THACHT SO - DUTEBLLELY) ~ A
BN~ ABRHSRARIGER — o ASCRERIIAEIRSCHTER LR - 20
P — ey R R S AR PR B R I AR AL - o5 At R e it i R =0y
e EF I -

FAfRER - Mo - XHEGER  RA Tt ~ fmIERig » it EERE



RE2MH AR R AwmE fmERE 231

Du Yaquan’s Discourse on Civilization:
Negotiating an Ethical Vision
Between East and West

Yang Fang-yen

Abstract

Around the turn of the 20™ century, as a result of the intrusion of Western
powers and the ensuing changes of East Asian geopolitics, the problematiques
of inter-civilizational encounters and differences began to capture the attention
of many Chinese intellectuals. This article explores the historical formation of
Du Yaquan’s (1873-1929) discourse on civilization as it unfolded in the first
two decades of the 20" century. It also explains how, within the comparative
framework between Eastern and Western civilizations, Du considered many
topics on various aspects of human lives, and placed an emphasis on the ethical
vision which informed his search for an ideal civilization and a new mode of
human life.

Analytically speaking, Du’s discourse can be divided into three dimensions:
an inquiry into the principles of civilizational evolution from a cosmic
perspective; a typology of civilization predicated on the East-West binary and a
reflection on the modern industrial capitalism and projection of a new civilization
for the 20™ century. The first dimension constituted the foundation of the other
two. It featured a harmonizing mode of thinking which also shaped the whole
discourse. The article argues that Du’s harmonizing mode of thinking was a

modern variation of the traditional idea of yin-yang harmonization. It gave rise
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to a rationalist stance that assumed continuity between reason and experience,
creation and carrying forward traditions. Consequently, Du advocated a theory
of reconciling Eastern and Western civilizations in order to invent a new
civilization for the 20™ century. As such, the theory could not be reduced to a
product of identity politics, but had deep roots in a particular worldview and
understanding of history. It also illustrated profound ethical issues concerning
universal value and choices confronting the modern world.

In the final analysis, at the core of Du’s discourse was an ethical vision that
posed a direct challenge against the predominant intellectual orientation geared
toward the “search for wealth and power.” Du considered this orientation, along
with the Sino-Japanese War and the First World War, as problem integral to
modern industrial capitalism. His challenge also constituted a response to
certain prevailing problems of the modern world. On the other hand, Du
compared and contrasted the Eastern and Western civilizations to envisage a
new civilization for the 20™ century, with a view to restore harmonic unity
between the human heart/mind and material objects, among the individuals in
society, and between humans and the outer world. The article shows how Du’s
critical consciousness was subsumed under a rationalist principle of prudence
which emphasized historical continuity, and thus paved his way toward a

non-revolutionary transition to socialism.

Keywords: Du Yaquan, discourse on civilization, the East-West binary, ethical

vision, socialism
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