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A Study on the Fairytale of Liu and Ruan,
Focusing on Development of Plot Layers,
Changing of Contexts and Shifting of Meanings

Xu Wei

Abstract

The fairytale of Liu and Ruan (Z[Hr) was first collected in Youming Lu (44
HH$%), then in Xu Qixie Ji (F&E5E5EC) and other relevant texts since the Tang
and Song dynasties. The development of the story involves many progressive
plot layers, with each layer conveying different meanings. These different layers
and meanings become clearly recognizable with the help of plot summaries and
categorization in ancient Chinese reference books (leishu 2H). During the
circulation process of the texts, the story has evolved with changing times and
contexts. The story has gone through changes, due to intentional selections and

modifications made by the subsequent authors with different viewpoints.

Keywords: the fairytale of Liu and Ruan, goddesses, Buddhism, Daoism, secularity

*  Assistant Research Fellow, Institute of Literature, Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences.
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