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Axiom and Intuition:
Liang Zong-dai’s Theory of Poetry

Cheng Yu-yu

Abstract

This essay aims to analyze Liang Zong-dai’s interpretation and response to
Paul Valéry’s “mechanics of poetry.” As Valéry is familiar with mathematics,
there is a space for dialogue between the two poets about the role of scientific
thinking in Valéry’s poetry and how he enriches his poetic expression with
scientific concepts. To highlight Valéry’s stress on precision, which is also a
trait of scientific laws, Liang seeks support from Johann Wolfgang von
Goethe’s and Jules Henri Poincaré’s interpretations on “nature” and “intuition,”
and interweaves them with the subject/object relationship and the concept of
“universe” in traditional Chinese poetics. By connecting poetics and cosmism,
Liang has illuminated the meaning of “cosmological poetics” for a modern

context.
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i R A EREE CUE 281 H O R - 5 E ERAIRS MRS AR TRl
JHIHTEEET ~ MR T2 - Mt DG B T S EERYSER | (the verbal field) ;
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(inhuman) FJEES » —FEENIH " A 4 &Z4b (independent of any person ) »

MR S H O REs « HC#Y (illuminate) (YRS - S HEHIT;
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> % F, Paul Valéry, "Poetry,” 255 - Sb R G K ¥E A4 TERMTLWEBE o BRATHEIY
M REHRE : (BNRFR) A 16

% % H Paul Valéry, “Poetry,” 255 o

T W B 5% 3 %54 Jean Hytier Wy The Poetics of Paul Valéry % “An Art of Language”— 2 B 3
FoRERHRHLAERBRUSBEANLZEDRWAERST LA RAFMH L - &
Jean Hytier, The Poetics of Paul Valéry, trans. Richard Howard (New York: Doubleday &
Company, 1966), ch. 3, pp. 57-69

% W @ Paul Valéry, “Rhumbs,” in Tel quel II (Paris: Gallimard, 1943), pp. 75-76 o #. 5 % 38 81
B 2 |, Jean Hytier, The Poetics of Paul Valéry, p. 73 °
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% B gk # 4 F Paul Valéry, “Poésie et pensée abstraite,” in Variété V (Paris: Gallimard, 1944),

p. 159, 157 - 1h & 3% 3% 8135 8] £ % Jean Hytier, “The Theory of Effects,” in The Poetics of
Paul Valéry, ch. 8, pp. 250-251 o

80 % 3 Jean Hytier, The Poetics of Paul Valéry, p. 254 o

8" Jean Hytier, The Poetics of Paul Valéry, pp. 254-256.

2 Y 478 1 & Paul Valéry, “Choses tues,” in Paul Valéry (Euvres II (Paris: Gallimard, 1960), p.
478 » R 3E 38 £ H Jean Hytier, The Poetics of Paul Valéry, pp. 263-264
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Jules Henri Poincaré, The foundations of Science, trans. G. B. Halsted (New York and Garrison:
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" % HE L3 H 201 ; %3 R Jules Henri Poincaré, “Intuition and Logic in Mathematics,”
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