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Interpretation of the Book of Songs (Shijing)
with Poetics: the Hermeneutical Standpoint,
Practice and Significance
of Qian Zhongshu’s Limited Views:

The Rectified Interpretation of Mao’s Book of Songs

Lai Wei-jheng

Abstract

To fully understand Qian Zhongshu’s Limited Views: The Rectified
Interpretation of Mao's Book of Songs (“Limited Views”), this paper deviates
from the traditional Classics-centric approach, in order to demonstrate how
Qian Zhongshu accomplished the reconstruction of the Classics, going from the
“interpretion of the Book of Songs with the Classics” (yi jing jie jing LDUEHEAR)
to the “interpretion of the Book of Songs with poetics” (yi shi jie Shi LIEFf#

{&¥F) ). This paper comprehensively reviews Qian Zhongshu’s interpretive
strategies about the Book of Songs, including “consideration of the Book of
Songs as a normal collection of poems” (Shi zhi wei shi{&EF ) Fu&F) by tracing
back to ‘the six principles’ (liuyi 7<) and “interpretation the Book of Songs
by referencing the ‘Arts of Poetry’ (shiyi §2%).” Qian Zhongshu’s hermeneutical
practice also includes the distinction between “implicitness” (hanxu &%) and
“affective image and inner sustenance,” (xingji BHZ5) between “only relying on
the texts” (qu zu yu ji HUEFAT)) and “drawing from outside the texts” (bie qiu
wai wu FIKIM)), so as to “respect the texts yet still put the primary focus on

‘implicitness’.” The contribution of this paper is that it makes sense of the

* Ph.D., Department of Chinese Literature, National Chengchi University.
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seemingly fragmentary notes in Qian Zhongshu’s Limited Views. More
importantly, this paper intends to re-establish the status of the Book of Songs as
a classic from the perspective of literature, in the era of decline of “the studies of
Confucian Classics” (jingxue &), Using “historical research-moral education-art
appreciation” as the framework, it points out that Qian Zhongshu’s hermeneutical
approach towards the Book of Songs is distinctively different from those of

evidential scholars and Confucian scholars.
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