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On the Tone Scheme of the Seven-character Poems
of the Tang Dynasty

Chai Jen-nien

Abstract

This article, at first, reviews the tone scheme theories of seven-character
poems in Ming and Ching Dynasties and then investigates the tone patterns of
more than one thousand poems by Tang poets. The tone pattern of seven-character
poems by Tang poets can be divided into two types: the so-called multiple
rhyme-word seven-character poems, and one rhyme-word seven-character poems.
The so-called multiple rhyme-word seven-character poems follow the regulation
whose tone scheme is very similar to that of regulated poems, and the tone
scheme of the one rhyme-word seven-character poems is, on the other hand,
very similar to that of the old style poems. Lastly, this paper finds that the Tang
poets may not strictly abide by the fore-mentioned regulation. Where there is a

leeway in between, poets would write freely in terms of tone scheme.

Keywords: seven-character poem, multiple rhyme-word seven-character poems,

one rhyme-word seven-character poems, regulated lines, tone scheme

* Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Sun Yat-sen University.
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