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Xiong Hanshu on Chun-Qiu

Tsai Miao-chen

Abstract

Prof. Xiong Gong Zhe devoted his whole life to education and traditional
Chinese thoughts, especially Confucianism, and put much emphasis on the
importance of practice. Even though Prof. Xiong had no published works especially
focusing on Chun-Qiu, he discussed this subject in his works covering different
aspects of Chun-Qiu and Three commentaries. He addressed propriety as the
central thoughts of Chun-Qiu, practicing Confucianism as the aim of learning. He
advocated that Confucius was more than a Confucian: “Confucius comprehensively
inherited the cultures of Zhou dynasty and became a master of the ancient culture.”
Confucius tried to straighten the corruption in society by editing Chun-Qiu—
therefore the spirit of Chun-Qiu is to make study serve the practical purpose. That
is why Prof. Xiong used to say “knowledge depends on practicing and conducting

oneself in life.”

Keywords: Xiong Gong Zhe (Xiong Han Shu), Chun-Qiu, personal practice, practical
application aspect of Confucius learning, convey praise or critique by

editing and re-arranging given documents

* Associate Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Chung-Hsing University.
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