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Value Consciousness in Confucianism:
“Xiaxué Shangda” and “Rényi Néizai”

Lin Chi-ping

Abstract

Confucianism is the main axis of Chinese culture where its core is
comprised of moral philosophy. Thus we see that the concept of value
consciousness plays a significant role when exploring Chinese culture. If we
emphasize value consciousness and value activities as the standpoint of
Confucianism, a Confucian personality can be structured as a source of Chinese
culture. Chinese culture is a culture that places more emphasis on human being
(ren) instead of on an object (wu), and one that the element of heaven (tian)
would play a key role. It means that the Chinese not only stresses the aspect of
human life but also on the force of heaven in the hope that one’s ideal can be
fulfilled through the transcending power. This pattern of Confucian thought, in
the traditional term, is called the Confucian thought on Heaven and Humanity
(tianrén sixiang).

This article aims to analyze the relationship between the Confucian moral
philosophy and transcendence from the aspects of “xiaxué shangda” and “rényi
néizai”. It will be structured as follows. First, the ideal personality of the
ancient Confucians will be analyzed and so as to explain the moral
consciousness within this image. Second, there will be a discussion on the
Confucian learning process with a transformation of what is learned into virtues.

Finally, it can be seen that the belief of “xiaxué shangda” is built upon the value

*  Distinguished Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Chengchi University.
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consciousness of a moral subject, which is the ancient Confucian scholars

celebrate as the thought of “rényi néizai”.

Keywords: Confucianism, Xiaxué shangda, Rényi néizai
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