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Xunzi’s Military Theory and Studies of Qi-Lu

Lin Su-ying

Abstract

Xunzi, born in the later period of the Warring States period, is a follower
of Confucius school of thought whose goal is “to assist the sovereign, to follow
the law of Yin and Yang, and to promote civilization through education.” Xunzi
celebrates the Confucian benevolent virtues as exemplified by the great sage
king during his interview with the king of Zhao Xiaocheng (#3=£ 1), which
is later recorded in the article of “Yibin(Z5{x).” This paper will explore the
relationship of “Yibin” and Confucius school of thought as in “Confucius
sanchoji (L ¥ =#HZ)” and “Yanbin (FJI%).” Xunzi in his life time travels and
stays in Jixia (2 ) for many years, influenced by several military books
collected by local scholars, and especially attracted to Liantao (75EH). The
purpose of this article is to examine how Xunzi builds his military theory as
showcased in “Yibin (§%{%)” on the basis of Qi-Lu political thinking and culture

such as in “Yanbin” and Liantao.

Keywords: Xunzi theory of military science, studies of Qi-Lu political thinking and

culture, Yibin, Confucius sanchoji, Liantao

*  Professor, Department of Chinese, National Taiwan Normal University.
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