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Poetic Theory of the “Nine Leaves School”
in the 1940s: Yuan Kejia As A Prime Example

Yu Kwan-wai Eric

Abstract

The “Nine Leaves School” refers to nine prominent poets who published
their works in the Shanghai-based journal Zhongguo xinshi during the 1940s,
which marked the zenith of the art of Chinese new poetry at the time. They
were advocates of modernism, reacting against the main current of realism.
Because of political reasons, these poets vanished from the literary scene of
Mainland China from the 1950s to 1970s. But because of the 1981 publication
of Jiuye ji, an anthology of their poems, they were “rediscovered” by the
academia. Among them, Yuan Kejia was the most clairvoyant critic, who had
learnt from Anglo-American literary theory as well as the poetic practices of
Western and Chinese modernists. His critical discourse rivaled the best of
contemporary Leftist critics, while being meticulous in terms of textual
explication. Countering the highly politicized current of “mass literature,” Yuan
emphasized the autonomy of literature, promoted a subtle and indirect way of
representing the complex experiences of modern life in poetry, and hastened the
fusion of reason and feeling in what he called the “revolution of sensibility.”

Divided into three sections, this paper offers a comprehensive analysis of
Yuan’s poetic theory. The first part examines the nature of new poetry in his
theory, explaining how, inspired by Western modernist ideas, he developed a
democratic thought which stresses complexity, reconciliation of differences,

and tolerance. The second part details his concept of a poetic tradition
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synthesizing “symbolism, metaphysics and reality.” The last part tackles the
core of his theory, focusing on his understanding of dramatization and dialectics,

which is in correspondence with his liberal humanist ideal of democracy.

Keywords: 1940s, theory of new poetry, the Nine Leaves School, Yuan Kejia,

modernism
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BEEY (R RRL TFRBEY ) ARVE  CGRERNHERAR &) Kt G
B ALY B 131 RHLPF (BEHH - XERERAT) - 194659 A 15H -
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o T TERE R BT R O S RN EIAEES - TRy - AR E
HEL - SRR T AR S ) IR BRI - AR - 5 17 i
FUTEEEE (John Milton) DA - RRIHEBHZG /ML @ ESG2 fmEE TR M R G4
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% T.S. Eliot, “The Metaphysical Poet,” William R. Kease ed., Seventeenth-Century Poetry:
Modern Essays in Criticism (London: Oxford University Press, 1971), p.28.

8 & L3 pp.29-31 o X T 42§ Jennifer Formichelli, “Seventeenth—century Literature,” Jason
Harding ed., T'S. Eliot in Context (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2011), pp.190-199 °
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P s PN DY (e Ut el 1 I

WA SEMREES L TS, TR B OTHE ) BSE—
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 I.A. Richard, Principles of Literary Criticism, p.242.
TETE (R EE BN EFWHER) H 1990
S ZEE (FHARM—HEANIR) B4
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TORTE  (HERAIL)  H26028¢

7 Rk H 26

3 ] % # Lawrence Ryan, “Neue Gedichte-New Poems,” Erika A. Metzger and Michael M.
Metzger eds., A Companion to the Works of Rainer Maria Rilke (Rochester, NY: Camden
House, 2001), pp.128-153 -
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BAmEHTERNEEY  WEAR TR B R SR IR EARESE
FREUAR  FHLEAREBRGMENNEEYHEH S SEER LM - 4 TS,
Eliot, “Hamlet and His Problems,” in The Sacred Wood, p.92 o

P OEE(HEBARLNBEMT— RAETEER) B 18-

80 wrwrak T A2 # | (alogic of the imagination ) —32& i} # T.S. Eliot, “Preface,” in Anabasis,
a poem by St.-J. Perse, with a translation into English by T.S. Eliot (London: Faber and Baber,
1930), p.8 °
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5 TR R (20 #4240 ERFEAFRIZFIARE— AEHREH) (RE: #
B 85 K2 B - 2012 48 ) - H 164-185 o
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Poetries and Sciences: A Reissue of Science and Poetry, p.36 °
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% 1.A. Richards, Principles of Literary Criticism, pp.249-253.
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