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Cultural anxiety of Hong Kong’s “return” to China:
from “Special Issue on Hong Kong Culture” (1995)
and “Hong Kong Ten Years Special Issue” (2007)
of literature journal Today

Chan Chi-tak

Abstract

In 1995, Leung Ping-kwan was invited to be guest editor of “Special Issue
on Hong Kong Culture” in literature journal 7oday. Leung explained his concept in
the introduction to the special issue, at the same time he also expressed his anxieties.
Leung tried to resist the cultural anxieties in Hong Kong during the run-up to the
territory’s handover to China by means of the selection of works in the special issue,
which includes Leo Ou-fan Lee’s discussion of the marginality of Hong Kong culture,
Liu Yi-chang’s discussion on the origins of Hong Kong literature starting from Wang
Tao, and Rey Chow’s Postcolonial Self-Writing as “Neither Roots nor Hybrids”.

After 12 years, Yip Fai was guest editor for the “Hong Kong Ten Years Special
Issue” in Today’s 2007 summer issue in retrospection of the first decade since the
handover. In the introduction to the special issue, Yip wrote that it was a “retrospective
on the thoughts and observations by Hong Kong people during the past ten years”.
The special issue looks into the myth of identity upon the territory’s ten year’s
anniversary of the handover through the selection of short stories including
“Translucent Human” by Yau Ching and “Mermaid” by Dorothy Tse Hiu-hung, film

criticism by Shum Long-tin and social movement criticism by Chow Sze Chung.

" Associate Professor, Department of Literature and Cultural Studies, The Education University
of Hong Kong.
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By analyzing the "Special Issue on Hong Kong Culture" and "Hong Kong Ten
Years Special Issue" of Today in 1995 and 2007 respectively, this thesis discusses
how the issues of "locality" in literature creation and criticism have evolved before
and after the "handover" in 1997, and how was Hong Kong's " handover " to China

represented and narrated in the works selected in these two special issues.

Keywords: Today, The Handover of Hong Kong, Hong Kong literature, Cultural

anxieties
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