BARFXEZH H-TAH
2016 4 6 F 129-158 &

IR B RPN B
LTI G W 8 LT

REH

" O

FEMRFT 1999 SEEIERZ AT - BRI E 5 S 2UREAE TR, A9BSR
bzl Bt R T - T CAYRBEGE - EIRMIRIPREA
DIk —E it ~ b - [EES AT - EPIRE RSB RTERRE -

TR B SRAESERR T RTIR - RN E AR ERa TRk -
AL ARV B AR M E SR - BIBER IR 2 4% - T I ) BRI AR e IR
PEZRI L - & ARERYZE - [l - BT —#E SR IaE -« 218
PRFIRESD ~ FEAETRFISUERITES, - T3 ERRWHEEE - B L R
GRS E - B A BUE IR NI S % - i H SRS b
M BRI EIEREEE B AW/ ~ IVE - (HEFTREA L P e R A
IGEAEME - BEELE T I, BEEA T REENEAEE - A LIEL

FEREPT ) B NEIRSR BRSSO H P EIRPTER - DU
AP HERARFTIE R - e BESHT IHERC DU R IR P TIPS 5 R Ryt Bl
AN

RAgER | RPN RPY/ER  MISRER ~ T T

2016/4/18 Y #% - 2016/5/11 2 E M > 2016/6/2 53T
tOREAFHRABLBUERE T EAXER BB



130 BR¥X£#% F-+IEH

Floating City / My City: Differences
and Similarities in Macau Novels
after the Return to China

Chang Tang-Chi

Abstract

Before Macau’s return to China in 1999, Macau was often presented in Macau
novels as a gambling city, or a “floating city,” which not only reflected its
ambiguous colonial past but also the political uncertainty it faced in the future.
Such ambiguity and uncertainty led to loss of subjectivity, and the excessive
emphasis on gambling led to the loss of idealism. This kind of consciousness
was said to still predominate some writers’ mind even after Macau’s return to
China. But at the same time, a couple of literary works which mainly focused
on the destiny, the history, and the culture of Macau were also gradually published.
The publication indicated the birth of “my city consciousness” — people in
Macau started to feel less indifferent to their hometown, celebrating Macau as
“my city” in the “my city” writing. Moreover, they were more willing to learn
about its historical development, and value its cultural traditions. While this
kind of writing may still be non-mainstream or even unpopular, it reasserted the
sense of existence and the significance of idealism. This essay aims to analyze
the Macau consciousness and Macau imagery constructed through novels with
Macau-specific topics. I also aim at observing the differences and similarities in
these 21st-century Macau writings before and after the city’s return to China.

Keywords: Macau literature, Macau novels, “Return to China” writing, “floating

city,” “my city”

*  Associate Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Chengchi University.
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