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On the context of How Tao Yung-Ming
develops Chinese Pastoral Poetry

Chen Yin-chi

Abstract

Tao Yung-Ming’s pastoral poetry bespeaks and embodies the way he lives,
his life’s pursuit, and his poetics. This paper aims to examine how Tao turns to a
rural life and pastoral poetry after all the frustrations and disappointments,
especially his relation between Huan Xuan in terms of family and religion.
Through the discussion on the context of family, religion and literary climate
during his time, I will go further to explore how he learns to transcend reality
and life experiences through poetry, which helps him attain high levels of

spiritual insights.

Keywords: Tao Yung-Ming, Chinese pastoral image, family, religion, Huan Xuan,

Hui Yuan

" Professor and Director, Department of Chinese Literature, Fudan University.
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