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The Philosophical Structure of Zhou Dunyi’s
Metaphysical Theory and Its Impact
on North Song China

Tai Ching-hsien

Abstract

Ever since Zhu Xi (4% » 1130-1200) compiles his Yi Luo Yuanyuan Lu
(R HJESR ) , Zhou Dunyi ( EIZKEE » 1017-1073 ) has long been considered
as the first philosopher who pioneers the philosophical breakthrough that
eventually forms the tradition of Neo-Confucianism in the North Song China.
Yet critics have been long divided for several centuries on certain controversial
issues which the aim of this paper is to examine and deal with, in the hope it
may shed new light on the study of Zhou Dunyi’s ideas, especially the
philosophical system which is formulated in his famous article “7aiji Tushuo.”
(Ktn[ElEE ) Several related issues will also be carefully discussed in the

article.

Keywords: Zhou Dunyi, Zhu Xi, Neo-Confucianism, history of Chinese philosophy,

Taiji Tushuo
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