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On Lin Li’s Yixue Theory and the Differences
Between Zhu Xi’s and Lin Li’s Yixue

Chen Bo-kuo

Abstract

Lin Li is famous for his important work Zhouyi Jingzhuan Jijie. The core
of his Yi theories lies in his distinctive thoughts on Xiang-Shu Yixue and on Yili
of Confucianism. He and Zhu Xi have conflicting views not only on politics but
also in their understanding of Yi. The present study mainly focuses on Lin’s Yi
theories, and makes a comparison between Lin’s and Zhu’s thoughts. First,
there will be an analysis on how Lin’s personality influences his academic
development and his career as an official in the Song Dynasty. Then Lin’s and
Zhu’s theories will be compared and contrasted, which include the issues of
explaining Yi by Jingzhuan xianghe, the variation order of the 64 Gua, and the
use of Xiang in terms of Taiji producing Bagua. The study aims to provide a
close examination on Lin’s Yi theory and show how it is different from Zhu’s,

in the hope that Lin’s Yi theory can be fairly recognized.

Key words: Lin Li, Zhouyi Jingzhuan Jijie, Zhu Xi, Taiji, Gua-bian

*  Associate Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Chengchi University.
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