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The Political Implication of The Paired Fish:
A Case Study of Li Yu’s Practice of Adaptation

Hsu Hui-lin

Abstract

The present paper aims to analyze Li Yu’s 2= (1611-1680) chuangi play
The Paired Fish (Bimuyu [t.H£8) as a case study and explore the significance
of Li Yu’s cross-genre adaptation task from a political viewpoint. Revision and
adaptation of popular texts had been the major means of cultural production
since the late Ming period. The adaptation between vernacular novels and plays,
among the many cross genre adaptation practices, was the most commonly seen
during late Ming and early Qing. Li Yu, the cultural celebrity who was versed in
writing both novels and plays, was the most typical practitioner of this art of
cultural production. The Paired Fish, or Bimuyu, was adapted from Li Yu’s own
short story “Tan ChuyuConceys His Love through the Play, Liu Miaogu Dies to
Defend Her Honor as the Song Ends” in The Silent Play collection. Instead of
examining and evaluating the techniques of cross genre adaptation involved in
the composition of Bimuyu, the present study attempts to read The Pair Fish
against the context of text production and political milieu from which the text
emerged. By analyzing the play in this way, the paper tries to demonstrate that
Bimuyu, unlike his other chuangi plays that are strongly entertainment and

profit oriented, has a profound political implication.

Keywords: Li Yu, Bimuyu, adaptation, Zhang Jinyan
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