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A Study on Liu Yong’s Adaptation
of Classical Chinese Jokes

Huang Ching-sheng

Abstract

Liu Yong collected and compiled jokes from classical jest books and
contemporary sources. Liu published two books on the same subject in terms of
different readership. He categorized those stories and meticulously analyzed
them from the viewpoint of rhetorical skills. As well, Liu rewrote the classical
jokes in the vernacular in order to reach modern audience. This treatise is
intended to evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of Liu’s works. By
tracing the origins and variables of funny stories cited by Liu, we are able to
compare Liu’s versions with the others, through which his categorization and
interpretation of jokes will be fully discussed. In addition, since Liu’s attitude
toward eroticism has very much to do with the nature of his two books, we will

explore that point in the conclusion.

Keywords: Liu Yong, sarcasm, humor, jokes, Xiaolin guangji

* Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Chengchi University.
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