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“The Native Land” in Foggy Cold War:
On Shu Hsiang-Cheng’s Topographical Writing
and Native Consciousness in the 1950s and 1960s

Chen Chien-chung

Abstract

It has come to be commonly recognized among the critics and reviewers
that Shu Hsiang-Cheng (1921-1999) establishes the genre of native writing for
the post-war Hong Kong. This paper attempts to investigate how Shu in his
topographical writing of Shu depicts “home™ and “homeland” and presents his
native consciousness in the context of Hong Kong from the 1950s to the early
1960s. in Shu’s work, the idea of “native land” is neither left-winged nor
right-winged, and this home land is a space where colonizers are absent. His works
preserves and showcases the fundamental value of Hong Kong as “homeland”

which the reader may confirm by themselves while reading them.

Keywords: Shu Hsiang-Cheng, topographcal writing, homeland, native land,

cold war
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