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A Study on the Sound Changes of Stops
in Chinese Historical Phonology

Lee Chun-chih

Abstract

A language can be seen as a kind of ruin where linguists re-construct
linguistic continuity through horizontal comparison of different dialects. By
using the comparative method to pull together written records and modern
Chinese dialects, this paper seeks to establish the step-by-step changes of
Chinese over time. The changes of stops are one of the most widespread and
noticeable phenomena both in the ancient and modern Chinese historical
phonology. From the viewpoint of historical linguistics, most of the sound
changes are related to place of articulation, manner of articulation, changing of
airstream mode. The major sound changes include lenition, displacement,
airstream change. Lenition involves sound changes from stops to affricates,
from affricates to fricatives, and from fricatives to complete disappearance of
sounds. Many examples of lenition can be found both in modern Chinese
dialects and the written documents of ancient Chinese. For example, the sound
changes of Chinese from stops consonants (bang group,duan group,zhi group,
jien group) to affricates (zhang group, jing group, zhuang group), or to
fricatives (fei, fu, feng, xin, sheng, shu, xie, chuan, chan, xiao, xia) are mainly
categorized as lenition. Displacement involves sound changes from velars to
dentals or alveolars, from bilabials to dentals. Airstream change involves sound
changes from nasals to orals, from lateral to fricatives or stops. In order to get

the whole picture and grasp the generalities, I re-construct the rules of sound

" Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Taiwan University.
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change of stops group by using the techniques practiced both in synchronic and
diachronic phonology. The comparative analysis of historical dialect materials
contains credible evidence and clear explanation showing that ancient Chinese
and modern dialects have many variations in common. In this way, a proper

understanding of stops sound changes can be established.

Keywords: Chinese phonology, historical linguistics, stops, sound changes,

linguistic continuity
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ERRE (GRS HBEAEALER ) By SRl sRAE ¢
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& T RIS ARG R E RS 4 BT L B
by o 32 3B S B4R AL AE A KA T I A 64 R 38k R4k
FRBAEMEH MR LB LERARELERGTFERBE o
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FESEMYGESEML - B BRSBTS R - BN
e

BRI SRR S 2R AT DAREE] » T T AELIGE S 70 b R A R A Bl TR
asREE L F o EMEAEERSORME - DIF RS 27 ikl - KL
WtFEE nEE TP REE LAV @K 7 - AR R RIS e
(FESEIHT) > DULLBGREN EWGE S Z MIFBGUETRGR - & - BEREHR
Z R P RERR L - IREEE R IR FIAEIR A BRI ERE S, - SRR bR S
(st ER » AE T A ERAVMRRE < TS .2 - SEREN B R BERE /T S T BORIE
1B~ & Ul s ADREV R EEAHR - HRIE AR - RS
BEEE TOH, T, T CEBEEEIIERE ) rEEE R

' ¥ A & K5 Hashimoto Mantaro » £ %7 Yu Zhihong 3% : (E S HEEA LY Yuyan dili
leixingxue ( 3t 3 [Beijing] : # 7 B £ I IR 7] 3k % 2 5] [Shijie tushu chuban gongsi] » 2008
£) B XIVo

O F AW M ATEE - S0 R A plosive - stop - obstruent % 3% o plosive - — i3 AR B F
BEWRELA  HLEEEEE  ARNARGFTEES T8 BHBATEEZTLHE-
AXFfEETERLTERET  Bp,p" bt ", dRK K", gostop - —fFAEF - A4
B [ & 1% & o 1] plosive ~ click (% & F ) ~ implosive ( W& & ) VUK ejective (HRF )
EHEFREEETAY AW affricative (F#F ) F4 o obstruent - —fFFAMEF - A3
Bl % & AZ % 7 1] plosive - fricative ($#+F )~ nasal ( £+ ) ~ click ~ implosive VL & ejective ;
WAEREES F A Y R affricative FH o

P ERRERRBARBREAAIITILR S AERT AEEE BT HRLEE

(Proto-Min) ZEEFM#A o FTs8 " RHHE - RAEFREDE - "TBEB RS - Tl
BHHRREERARETEEHR  ERATRARRR T ZHELERNTENE - " HHE
WEREARERAAARE T E RN EME WA — SRS BE MR - Wt ER
B T8 A4y (Stammbaum ) WH & - AMERBRANEEHNXAE T EWNHRETHE LR
AE ¢ TR IR AL o (Wellentheorie ) By K3 H o 4 (3k A F Zhang Guangyu : (Bl 7 & &
8 8 Wk 0y X B 338 ) “Min fangyan yinyun cengci de shidai yu diyu” » 1990 4 - H 192 ¢ )
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PREEANE] - T AETE MR BRI 2 S B N T S s S
R o MEREE T Ry RESLY » WISEE AR T [N EIRAY ~ A [E2ERY Y SRS
K ERER B 51 - {225 e A RS ~ Y - SORREL T S RO R 5%
A CHEMEH A2 - (RIS S B S HERIRTR - IR RIERE TSR
PesehiFseB e i o S R A Ky -

B (2008 = 21) “EHERTRGHE - SRR BAR a0 383 T THif o5 B
(BB R RS A28 L - PTRESEE Y T S SRR A R

o de R KRBT R BB 5 WA A ey it Fe
REREREBRE G KA = o R B LAEHIR

SRR AT RRE R EA BT Y a9 RET A
e EIAF FAPTHF TR R TR R -

At I B E R SE A RE A A1 Fea%FR » John Ohala EAFFZM#E -
AT il Bl R E i B R S - R EILIR R S - (LB R A e S
B R SILUEGERIITSERR AL - FRE e AN 2 AR AR AARE B - BRAT
AR S B R (T3 2R 2 AE S BRIk B - FUBRE S B SE Rk 2 B fh
HA T R - R -

AR RO A Ry Ri e M LR 2Ny - BIERYY - (E AR R B
AUEZEHY ~ SEAEAY o St RERARRE b o FEAN RS R 5 7 T EERE
U775 R KR - BAMTRERRE S SR R iR S 1Y
FERFEL o [RILL - SZEITSERE = 8 F n] BT R S E RS iy S 5
B o AR s s bl i (P RO S B R A S R s e P o
PRI - O] R AR CAS S 2R R S AR AR L Se i R S
e s thtE T EEENER  BERAES K ) S E S —2

PEJFHI (uniformitarian principle ) o °

* B %41 Chen Zhongmin : { & ##F53 t4 B BELLET 86 ) “Yinbian yanjiu de huigu yu qianzhan” »
(R BB X)) Minzu yuwen 2008 S£% 1 8] (2008 £ 2 F ) H 19-32 -
5 William Labov (1978), On the Use of the Present to Explain the Past > 3% ¥ —% 1 B f
(uniformitarian principle) °
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Peise SR QB RE AT oy QB RE I o 5 RLR R - K 19 5 LB TR L 2k
B BT RAET R EIEIET (p,p" b)  EEERIET (4,10, d) RikEHzE
B (k, k" g) o JEAUERITZEREEE - IR IETT - BT SORERIE AR
WIEEE DIRERIE S i R L S ISR RS R R R - EERC MR
E o FRARFAERCHE - SRR - HERE S R R B I8
T EHGRIIRERE o WGHRZE S LTI R, - ERIRN B S A BRAAER ¢ L.
B L MAA R 2 TR BRI T - BT B R - KT
R A I BT ST E R A AR 55 T T8URE (bernoulli effect) » AT IRE)
HAKBEAERT B NSRBI RIAIZEBORET - EEAZES Y
A FHEESER - TR R 22/ )N - B3] (g 2011 ¢
40-41) - IIEIE S DIRERIE S i R 22 I - D [ n] Rl T RR AR
o TRE (F*g>*g), B T (R*g>*y) ) AR SR 2

5285 PR ZE S AN FEHER TS ZE S PRILRF T N IRE) - 55 FrEGERR
BELIRFF I R . » RS B R R P S B R AT RO LR A I -
JETEZE S W RIA T A e - T DURBRIE S BORE » B RK - &
S ZE R SRR Rt G R - BRI AT IR BN AR L > R
DUETHBRRRL S BSURZE BRI - 15 DAOREE (el 2011 @ 41) - fEFER
BRI AEINS - BREETTESCRE > PIEE MBS EKL
IbE B ER R RO T DA e B AR B AT Y S o e — B C T B R ZE 2 Y
W -

EEENERE S T EAMHHREANTE - RIS FES G - E—
AR FES i 2387 (RJakobson2001 @ 70) » ' HAHFE B AEAY 1Y
BT RE S A BEEE S W o DA AT E PR - ZE e BT S i R IR
FERWERA - TERITHRIE AT - FEFNIRITRE IR « Mk - HET

S FERETEE (WhBE) TR WHEREARE " HEF M (place of articulaton ) | &
K& TREMA "B F HE (manner of articulaton ) ; K % THFEEFFE o

" RJakobson (195852001 :70) (A SHARLHEL LBBEZ LM EAR) 580 T 7MY
WEBRKHBEF (fricative ) - B R EH — &S % H M L& (stops)  Henton,
Ladefoged&Maddieson (1992:65) 5 M BB F R — W AR H BT FHH T T H- |
R.Jakobson #4 th : T a b RF L FHTERRRAREHHE -, (2001 :70)

P RAGTUEREEENAEARAL ZAF (Lua) ¥ (Lueo,a) RAMHEE ;
AKRZBETE (ie6a0000) RETATFHHENELBREZHNAEGTE - ATUEU
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B LR ZRIRT S R o ARBIR L HEERE - il ERE ~ BUQERE
TTEEE R O B IS AR - N8R - R~ THARET ~ AR
o EARMR ~ ITE AT S HEREN SR - SR
ZEE (p, p" b))~ EEERZES (¢t d) RAREEZES (k, K", g) WUEBEIHE
B o BIANCL R & RS R % -

p, p", bszpf, pf, bv 5 £, v 5 t,t°, d

t, th det, t, d g, 4 te, te™ dzs o, £, s tf, tff, d3 s s, tsP, dz s
ts, ts", dz,5 s, 6, f, 8

k, k", gozk, k", g:c, ™ it 17, dste, teh, dz s ts, ts”, dzs tf, ¢, d3 s
ts, ts", dz ; x(h), ¢, v, f, v

AT - AR EY > GIEE TS 2 BEAEEE S
L EAFEERAHRAN R T - TR SRS - (R ()
FERE - AR IS SRS - Bk Bt B85 K
LS - (e (B SNKE - e RIS AR s RS
At R RS EA AV ZE S K Ry 3 AR MRS T A AR TR - BLDLEEIR ~ PR - K
SRIET R L o T AQEEEE ST R IR ] R AR 2 < THR /N (g,
Q" 6) ~ "BEEEIES (o, ¢, p) WORIRSTFEIR T L - BREE (5, 1", )~ R TE
T (L d) HlERER, -

DBAREEEE TS 2KE - WRGAZE SIS L e e T » nI LIRS ~ RN
FHF R B AR B BN LLER A - FLARM S B A5E L 2 SR Lk 2 75 RS A A
FET 2 S VEREEERY - AR LA SR - 20 - &3 e AT
B AR (RS 1999;2008 ) 5 BB LATRAER - AHbST - HIF40R -

¥ (*ts) —& (*k) A (*ts") — % (k")
5F (& tsion# cion tshi” #£chi”
Py (&) teidn# cidn tghyD #chy”

BUFIfuTERE SR BERRE G W wil i - PR &t & #EF
Z [ R EBRAK -
P mBEZRARFEEE EH BRHAET WEARATHAMTERATEY 66", dz, 20
O R  BEREEEEIRTENY o E nEERIEFWINEEF -
UL M FEAMAMTFERTABLATE T Foc e REBMALRE - T
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JEFY (M) csion, tsia# kion, Ki tshu” £k, kMa®
¥ (&)  dsin, tsian# kin, kan ts"i” #hi”, k"
Ik (F)  teip= teip te"y” =te"y’

KRR SIS LA b e s 2 B A QEEE U7 S TRy - Bl
HEE ~ HEEHREALEEh- - WS 0 NOVEFERR R R S %
fian T 5 BRINGE Thau ~ FERREE KPau s T A] 70 BEMNRE Tho
BREE kMo s Ty F o MERREEE R “heu ~ BEINGEME heu s T L 7 MERE
A Ry "hen ~ JEEJNGELE They 5 T3 7 0 MgRR ~ BEONEE Fyhoks o BREHIESDY
gufbEr BRI AT Dby [ RE P AR aa o 5 RS LR BN AEREA - FAFTA]
DU R P B R R AR

(1) **g>*y>x(h),¢>0 (u->Vv)
(2)  **g>*g>k k"> te, te"

BER(DEARF AR e - 2 - EEsEs > sy
SIS > IRE - REETE T EERE ) BELEERTE - kTG
5 TR B REERR ) FTETEN > RERENEXR 0 HoGEE
HIFEMHEE h-RYJg K > 407 85 S 38 <ha T % ) hau” - %55 T B ) 3 ovan »

TG, fvate - WA EERG RIS Eu-m TR TS - imRpsEan

[F R 2 R S X -HYBIRE &% » IVE T SEd LIS S GREY)) s T et |
(BB 5 T58 5 (JFiRY]) S h[F R ZR e aE Al - 58 ) FBEE
ER A kuan—3F - QR Q)EE -

HEEQ)EERE B RAE S Al &l MoE R R, -
%~ BERIROSEEE R TR S NTRE o LEIEEREAE] T (UTEE) R R
FAE**g>*gi T S Sl BUEEE T S F REF Bk FHZE S - Bl T
FEHE - AR A el - 2hT (UIE) R L e R - BEEE TS L
PG GRS TRTE RS TR A A L T BRI ) SRR k-E
K'-fe Rttt « BRI S T A k"ai v JHIEIE S g-EEHE ~ #E - T E
HE bR B Al - A BB R IR IR LR (g > *g > k") Iy B
AELUEEERY "M ) Faftcian” - HIE**g>*g> k> te - A WIFE R EZE T
AR R - PUR IR Rl ST R LR S i LA B R A - T
T BRI - PEE TS BB RUREAMEE 0 S T R LA
FIARAE « [IREEE T o T L /%> ks [HImEaE TBR o~ KEE AT L B>k
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] ~ &EE TEE L B> *y>x(WAYEEAY ; RS T L KRG T1E L 2
>*y>x(h) >0 (u->v) o FHLIEMRNGES 8L - DR R Ry
RO R AIASIREE » AISE A R BR AT b S ELIERE ~ Shisk ~ JEAUSEM LA R
HYE R KA -
= EEETRLLNETTE
B SRt SRR YRR BRI ~ FEEEEG ~ s e e ~ A

TREIR ~ REIETE0AR ~ dERISAE R ~ FEEME M H ~ FEiHBE [ SER Rl
TR

HxEtmw:p p" b m

FE#Epf v m & pf pf* bv m

sz RA t 1" d n ol

fofii (Rt 1" 4 @) Kt 0 d ()

AEERCI (ts ts" dz sz

BaZagk ot tf d3 [ 3

FEAERR (e t¢" dz ¢ 2z n
RE#mEL 'k kK" g x y 1
AN ()

i EZEE ~ BT Y A B U B RER - K
o T RHEHEIEIE S dz - IR FISS 7 - VAR R © RS
JERyz ~ dz (28T 1979 ~ AISRZF 1984:1997) o T i, BUSFak nTREEIXIR
F BT > TR > B LARAR TS A — > DIEC T i, REHE
T SORRER T S B o B  SERRIIBARITIERTT CUTER) 2 (B B
FRFEOIA ~ Wi (R — S A7 - Al LA - S LREEERE T S R R PR
15 5 FIRBSE M AR B A S b o SRR 23 18 (U - o)~ (R
HH) ORISR B T MES L AKNS - S B RRH]
i E— i A RS B A e

PRAFELEERELEFRWHEREMTANKAT - THU " (), HREME
B () mREFHERALR -

PO - ) Qieyun: xu ABEEEWZE  — 4 THESF  HHRE S ZB TR
EE AMNFR 28 TERERA > RARL > FELFRBEEETWAL  AERE
BEFBET LWHSREGHITAS
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PERERE S PRy ZE B IEGY  H5 B HIRRR - fEF T (19715
1980 : 10) HYZEEEIF A A IH BT SR -
(=) L&Faatar ey BETRELHE -
(a) EREFTALH LA MBEE (BAYE) ZH0P
T rwREE () B

(b)) tLrEZTFZH  FeREZT (R)F LRBRLLY

A (SRR B H -SRI~ SO R ST S g R - T
[F]FRF BT A BB RA LR « 285 MERE S G R YRS R 1R -
HEZE A A SRR (5175 2010 ~ 2011a ~ 2011b) - AMHRESHISER
A EEHE - IRl fERE S @] - B T A - LEEEE o B
S LE R AR RS L EHYRESE - BRI AT RSN - T EIERAZ A
BAERILE RS NELRTS IR - BIPRBEsEA A B

p, k, t, ts>t¢/ high vowel

TR ) IR « UL + p. K, t, ts > ol ML T AR -
BLED LR - ABAEEE | - I - R R A timeless) R
7 5 AR S PR IR Cconstant) » FFSREERLI ¢ AP AR (e
BR 7 SRR T 2 ER BRI ? SRS HIOE R S
SRR (AR ) SR 7ER L BZER R
Cuniformity ) » It T EFEHENER » BEAESK o ) FIBERCRATRE « "
SCLASTRRER T 5 OB R g - T SRS B IR - A3 R 5 B
TETT T BEIRIR - DU S B A A R AT R B
s -

L1.Ohala (2007 : 5) MHRHEFEEFIIEIRIEE Ak - BLERAMITRAE -
ik~ R BRI R & - O TR — FLERL

4 % F kg B Zhu Xiaonong : {7 ik : S LW EMY Fang fa - Yuyanxue de linghun ( 3L 7
[Beijing] : 3t 3 K& i iR #t[Beijingdaxue chubanshe] » 2008 4£ ) B 2 o

5 B & : T Three key elements of what has been called the“scientific method”are, first, to
present data in an objective way, second, in a quantified way — that is, numerically — and, third,
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—FeorEER  WIRBAIRTTE & - BMHER SChF B ERARERER - f2HAH
R IR UG « BERERE T L LRVZES TR - AT ~ Y 18
R RGN - MIBURETMICRESS L « S bS8 - 585 « 255N
TSR SRR K - 35 LS B S Tk SRS S
DUR SRR R A - BT PRI BERRRE T S LIV RERAGR - BERETE 2
EEEERE R RERAY P R B ZE 5 B 25 e s SUEAHER - [RIFRFRE R LR L
HERVRE S R - ATRERTIEEY « BRI - TR Y] - fEIERE
ARG R RS I]  FAHIRMIF AT e E Y - — B
TR B Bl 2 B SR G 3L - P AR ZERE - b rT R 8 — A E
o PlanRENFE T RERRAY DL AR AR IS SRR
EMERMEERE TS 3SR Ry BlE, - e MEE S ERR
Ryt - E2EAENT S SRR AR - R - FEIHEE
MEGEE R ~ BREIIWITEREE -
H AT R B SR 2R A ERR LSRRI - SRR
S PR R DU Fo B DR SO SR B e et il o - HERGGES
SO SRR AT BT - A IREE I - AT T - S
FtE o Re - TE L AN TR 1SR TR BUREEETS T L HUERRHEDTE —
fieEE 2Rt AIEFT SRRy <tiu - HM T S BREGEE R ZE 55 dz CIRIN
B ~ ts (R~ " (BN ~ BB ~ ts™ (Abmt ~ 95md ~ 7922 ~ &)~ ts"
CARE ~ (e ~ AR ~ BB~ fifR) - B Rigsz (ARIND < T L 7 (B
) 18 TERY] BT RJJY) ) R s BRERE o TR Rl R
T MR TR IR - T ) Ry ZE I AR o (R TR - T L AN
TERZE 5 mBt Y " HERRETARE |~ R T L SR TR ) TR
HEAE T AT o AVBRT o RIEAHRIRIEERIRFIET - T RER IR ZEE B
FEHE ~ SN B YIR TR AR SORR_ERIREAN ~ BEE - RIFR ~ BRERISGE
FHFEGEEI o SR 2 A R S TR SR - MM P R

to present evidence that overcomes doubt as to its relevance to a particular hypothesis or
theory. ; (“Methods in Phonology”, In Experimental Approaches to Phonology, P.3-6. )

“2 A %%% Li Baojia  ( BAREKAARE KA EBF LA X ERERRZ—)
“Gao Benhan zhixianxing yanjiu moshi shulun : hanyushi yanjiu lilun moshilun zhi yi” {iLZ
BHERER) (HEREIR) Jiangsu jiaoyu xueyuan xuebao (Shehui kexue ban ) 1995
F 5% 28 F 58-60- 2% & Li Baojia: (& 3 A8 ¥ (L A% KAt 50 YHanyu qiyuan yanhua moshi
yanjiu (& F & [Haerbin] : 2 # L2 F & IRt [Heilongjiang jiaoyu chubanshe] » 2002 4 ) o
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Atk e SR BR R s HL TR R Y S R SR SN [F] - PRZIRGIR AR S R
AN S R T S R RSP o SE S R B - SO R R
B~ 305~ FAN - DURRACEERE U7 = Ay 28 it m] DU B AL Al
FOA ©
(UIEE) B THGAIL o~ T I E AMRTE " R ) B TREETE )
CHERISS o T EE M IR ) TSR o TR ) BRI RS
TERGHUEARINGRE S U ER 7 ASCLUR R B 3 BRSO R B R
HRAPRE G ATAT - JHMEA SR - BB HEFEFRITEE LSS - i
Seba i  SHERIEER - 285 RE T I e e ) ~ T RREE B
CRRETE o TERISR o T EEE R ) Ry o Sk TSR EEE K
B TOLEEAR o THEE R - QLS RAZES IR EEE - JWITER
REIHZET > JEIE > I VBRI - Erhh B R ERE S S By — Tl
FEERLEL A o B T RIS A N SR R - SRR I G
SRR o IR I T R SO B S R E R -
hEtEd - Feg TSR ) T, BlgEYy - SEST R - EETEM
FER e IR — A Fr BRI SR - HEE S B AR TS 5T
R INZE S BT P R AR T 0 TR OB TE
BREETREET ARG X IR & )5 P thay 2R
o T T, TP A - LR - RS TR TR SR
SR AR ERT (UJR) MR - B rTREMRE Sl R 2 28 - Il
JErtER o g BY TH TR T2 o TR T E O THE
T RRZEE G KEEE - MIREEE Y > B > HEIEEE R - 2
HER TS PR RS L W BRI AL -
ARy T EERERE S SRR ZE S AL 0 R S R S T RER
i - T ETE E E KSR ) RS M B S - TR TE o
TiERISE ) TEE (i) ) ReZEIEE o T IEEEE o DL AREAR ) T
Rt - RS " B L o WAMRUREREA LY (YTE) &% - BN
R B2 R OAH — oI TR FRERMAI B - AT AASGEE - RER R
KT E N2 IR - WIER R AEE Ay thh S R e A4

7 % R ZA7% Li Cunzhi : ( JE3E3E T & ¥ (948 & 24 ) “Hanyuyuyinshi zhong de cayin shengmu” »
CERF XEH®)) Taida zhongwen xuebao % 34 ] (2011 &£ 6 F ) B 395-466
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IIRRE » 2 0 B TR T RERHIE AN EERE T 5 b R Ats
R CERNE v SN SN sE R SRR PP R T E SIS S
P (b o TR (R ST RIBALR o
AHHRAS FE S ey S B U575 (manner of articulaton) S & ilihL
(place of articulaton) FY#SHHFAHAARY - [NZEFHH(LAE (BEAERES SR
(g EERE) DA AR - MORETZ ERGERR & 5L EAVEGERZE S ~ K
SHIE T S IR I ~ (L B KGR R AL (place of articulaton ) ¥4

(—) FZAHE (manner of articulaton ) =i

1.9% ~ &0~ EHBERNER (FX) BEEEX (.1, d) BEAIR (1, 1", d)
AN (k£ d) S E (te, te", dz) 3L o

A o fERE T A R R BIES AE A - RPEER I — a0 T A R
FEH B LR (—) FL73mas p152 - B BURM K p192 ~ M1 p248 -
BRER () ARG p197 - B () BER p254 - EREfE (=) A5 P138 »
pl4l ~ pl143 ~ p155 ~ pl60 ~ p189 ~ p193 ~ p212 » [-{#fH (=) &z p305 »
RS (D) 2B7RI p277 » BHEERE (55) AHEIp306 - LERG () MLk
J& (FIAC) p228 ~ p256 ~ p265 » _Lflifdj (&) NIE (44) p274 ~ p279 »
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