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Tang Poetry Anthology and Tang Yin
Phonetic Notation of the Labial-Dental

Lin Qing-xun

Abstract

Researchers study the modern Tang-hua with the Buddhist classics of
Huang-po school and Sot6 School, and anthologies of Guqin, which were
transmitted to Japan in Ming Dynasty. In addition, scholars also rely on the
textbooks for Tang interpreter (Toutuuzi) edited by Okazima Kanzan, such as
Compilation of Tang Hua (Tang Hua Cuan Yao), Handbook of Tang Hua (Tang Hua
Bian Yong), Handy Compendium of Tang Translation (Tang Yi Bian Lan),
Collection of Formal and Colloquial Tang Yin (Tang Yin Ya Su Yu Lei), and so on.
They include annotations or phonetic notation which are of value for the studies of
modern Tang-hua.

As one of the most important Toutuuzi textbooks in Edo period, Tang Poetry
Anthology and Tang Yin (Tang Shi Xuan Tang Yin) includes some Katakana
influenced by Okazima Kanzan. It is believed that this book is edited by Toutuuzi
Liu Dao-Biao. This paper mainly focuses on the labial-dental (light-dental) in Tang
Poetry Anthology and Tang Yin. It is observed that Liu records not only the “fei, fu,
feng” in modern Chinese but also the combination between the labial and guttural in
Japanese phonology at that time. Taking Wuyin, Hanyin and modern Toon as
references and using the four books by Okazima Kanzan as comparison, this paper

also aims to compare and contrast their phonetic notations.

Keywords: Toutuuzi, toon in Middle Ages, toon in Modern Age, Labial-dental,
Guttural

* Professor, Department of Chinese Language and Culture, Tokyo International University.
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