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“True Knowledge” and “Tao” in Huai Nan Zi

Ma Yun

Abstract

This paper aims to analyze the statements, allegories and morals on “true
knowledge” and “tao” in the chapters of Huai Nan Zi so as to rethink the two
terms. Huai Nan Zi defines “tao” as the “change of the universe” and the way
man responds to it. To be more specific, “tao” is the way the “true man”
responds to the world when he acquires the “true knowledge” through a certain
cultivation. Living up to “tao” has less to do with the exploration of the world at
the cognitive level than the way how one deals with oneself and the world.
Similarly, “true knowledge” is not just an epistemological theory but the day to
day practice of “tao” and the wisdom gained from it. Thus “knowing ‘tao’”

means putting it into practice in daily life.
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