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Shared Ideology among Leftists and Youth
Literature: “Student Weekly” in Overseas
Chinese Daily News from 1947 to 1951

Chan Chi-tak

Abstract

During the late 1940s and early 1950s in Hong Kong, leftist culture was
ubiquitous both within and without the realm of leftist media. It widely infiltrated
into neutral publications such as Sing Tao Daily and Overseas Chinese Daily
News (Hua Qiao Ri Bao). It was because a set of shared terminology was used to
help disseminate and establish a “shared leftist ideology.” Leftist tendency was
spotted in several supplement sections of Hua Qiao Ri Bao which were set up in
the 1940s. Among them, “Student Weekly” (“Xue Sheng Zhou Kan”), targeted at
the students, emphasized on enlightenment and self-reform. Terms which

originated from leftist theories and writings of Mao Zedong were widely used in

9 <. 2 ¢c. 9 ¢¢

these supplements—“neo-democracy,” “the masses,” “the people,” “self-reform,”
“going towards the masses,” and so on. As Mao Dun has pointed out, post-war
leftist youth literature in Hong Kong was a hands-on practice in “joining in the
combat,” “living among the masses, with an aim to spread leftist ideology and
reform one’s thoughts. While contributing to the leftist propaganda campaign,
young writers were also, to some extent, being used and manipulated. By
examining “Xue Sheng Zhou Kan” of Hua Qiao Ri Bao, this paper aims to trace a

long forgotten history of young writer’s journey to “self-reform” and to look into
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how the leftist camp propagated a “shared ideology” and their impact on the

non-leftist publications in the post-war Hong Kong.

Keywords: shared leftist ideology, youth literature, Hua Qiao Ri Bao,

Chen Junbao, self-reform
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