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Two Kkinds of responses to political power in Zhuangzi

Lai Hsi-san

Abstract

Daoism has always been closely linked to the philosophy of the hermit as
politics often appear vile in Zhuangzi. This is in sharp contrast to Confucian
intellectuals who are expected to participate and serve in the public domain.
Daoist figures are often regarded as political escapists, preferring to stay true to
their personal aesthetics. This paper aims to rethink the simple equation of Daoist
aesthetics and political escapism so as to make manifest the political criticism
implied in the Daoist aesthetics of Zhuangzi, and to disclose the political responses
in Zhuangzi in terms of micro-power. By re-examining these two aspects of
Zhuangzi, the idea of Daoist intellectuals may be redefined. Zhuangzi shows that
due to the interconnectedness of language and political power, political domination
prevails, and there is no escape from social responsibilities and politics. Thus to
find true inner peace, one must not only return to “zi ran” , but also participate in
politics and respond to it strategically and critically. This paper also briefly engages
in the discussion of a cross-cultural exchange in the effort to bring together Mo
Zhongshan’s criticism of the “observation of change” in Daoism with Yu Lien’s
“strategic positioning,” in order to, from the viewpoint of Daoist intellectuals,

disclose the insight into biopolitics in ZAuangzi.

Keywords: Zhuangzi, power, political, intellectuals, efficiency (shi)
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