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Mirror Image in “Mei-Fei Legend”

Chao Hsiu-pay

Abstract

The protagonist in “Mei-Fei Legend” is a sharp contrast to the historical figure
Yang Gui-Fei. Based on the historical records of Yang Gui-Fei and the poems
“Song of Everlasting Sorrow” and “White-Haired Woman of Shang-yang Palace”
by Bai Ju-Yi, “Mei-Fei Legend” means to mirror history and reveal the main cause
of the collapse of Tang Dynasty. This paper aims to examine the plot and characters
in “Mei-Fei Legend” so as to see how they mirror history and in turn reinterpret it.
If Mei-Fei symbolizes integrity and decency, Yang Gui-Fei is the total opposite of
her. By using a “mirror image”, the text implies it is Tang Xuan-Zong who chooses
Yang Gui-Fei over Mei-Fei and if he that should be responsible for the An-Shih
Rebellion and the decline of the Tang Dynasty.

Keywords: Yang Gui-Fei, Mei-Fei, Jiang Cai-Pin, “Mei-Fei Legend,”
Song Dynasty, legends
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