BARFX£% F+HAM
2013 4 6 f 219260 B

Ao B o 5 — M %
HEWE  BEERRER R R

" OE

/NSRRI A R ~ At T e ) YRR - FHEREGE RS TN
o KRR T E ML o AEAEE A L /N RO B R
it 25 T T A B SRR TAEEAE 1993 SRRt T RB T ) HURR
> RHE AR NS R A R AR R ~ BAEEIRAK - R
SCEAL TSR o BIARE - NS ARG R IR U5 o AR B E R
FEAH ER S BRI TE IRt b g R R — AUV ESR - A ARG L B9 T
FARE « ASCEERL AT RN ~ AERFIEAIRE IR/ NG - BIZE L/ NSUERELLT R
52 0 B9 EARAR G R - SE TR 5 O AR SO RATTE 28 B B A G -

g = OFABGE R _EigHUHT IR - rh S ER AR LAy N B A 58
ZURITR S AL Ot R Y - JE AR - Bl R R A A 2 e B A 13
(LR ZAE - 1 SIS 7 2 18 A KSR EA SRR S [ A - SEHEHTHY/ NS
FORRATT K 7RG Tk - IRAER E RS TR 3 - R ERFIA L
{erEREER R T AR - AR - SACHRERAERTE - Bl BRI BIEAT S LAY R]
PRI - PESIESHIBLSE b/ N & e — OF-RE R R iR 258
— /N SR B R AR R S I 3 2 ASCE SRR H R IR ] S S By e
FEELENT I AR SCERASIE - Bfamfthdt " JE R B ) sEeery AR 1y
THES A ERIBHAINE « 83 - AR AR E I EROEAT A

2011/09/22 ¥ 4% > 2012/02/03 FE & 1 > 2012/09/17 53T 7&K 4
" REEEMATEELEHER T XA EAR
T RHRNELEFEARBTAGBRELR



220 BRFXEH FHAM

TR ) - FREHHT— A TR ARG - BBRFIGE /NS R
{eFEt IR = OFM LigE BRI KRS - SRE RN DS RS
AR R B E A SR - W B SGRAREE RE R T 6w |, - B5E 18
THEE T RAVREITREEL - A SR BI0WES - BRIRFSEAIRETES —AIFRA T L
SRS FEHSRF ORI B AN R T B A 5 (B SE M T ARRE | S AN BRI R -
e —TEAALE - BURIZ AR TR T 55—, BB -

FAREE - ABEPE - iREE - BI0NES « BRFR C REIR



RAGT B 7 —AET %« smBlWe, BRI IARE RSN TR, 221

An Alternative Imagination of China:
A Study of ‘Visuality’ in Liu Na'ou, Mu Shiying
and Eileen Chang’s Fictions

Leung Mu-ling

Abstract

Fiction has emerged as a major medium for modern Chinese to express their
imagination and ‘narrate’ the country since Liang Qichao advocated the importance
of ‘New Fiction’. Over the past century, fiction (including both its form and
content) has undergone various changes in response to the transformation of the
modern Chinese society. In 1993, David Der-wei Wang initiated a discussion on
‘Imagination of China’, examining how Chinese people imagined the past, present
and future of the country through fiction as a means of narration. Based on the
notion of ‘visuality’, this paper strives to examine an alternative approach to
imagine China. The goal is to highlight how a new generation of authors from
colonial Taiwan and semi-colonial Shanghai ‘imagined China’ by adopting a ‘new’
perspective. Through analyzing the fictions of Liu Na'ou, Mu Shiying, and Eileen
Chang, this paper demonstrates how ‘visualization’ was used to imagine China and
how this approach reflected and shaped China’s modern experience.

The rise of Neo-Sensationism in Shanghai in the 1930s motivated writers such
as Liu Na'ou and Mu Shiying’s to incorporate a wealth of visual elements into their
fictions. Tracing the origin of this narrative strategy, we could conclude that it was
not generated by the local cultural community in China, but was inspired by Liu
Na'ou, a Taiwanese author. This new narrative approach (having evolved from the

intricate processes of imperialism, colonialism, and localization ) indeed
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revolutionalized the way people imagined. So, how did Liu Na'ou’s fictions gain
recognition in semi-colonial Shanghai in the 1930s? What were the political and
cultural factors that facilitated and impeded this writing style? In addition, what
kinds of historical framework were manifested in his fictions? This paper first
examines the literary experience of Liu Na'ou in both Taiwan during the Japanese
colonial period and Japan. Special emphasis was put on how he introduced ‘colonial
gaze’ to China as an innovative approach to imagine the country. Then, the paper
further discusses how Mu Shiying and Eileen Chang modified and ‘mimicked’ the
‘colonial gaze’, which in turn shows how this new generation of writers imagined
the ‘modern’ China. Mu Shiying used the technique of visualization to illustrate the
disparity in wealth during Shanghai’s semi-colonial period in the 1930s. On the
other hand, Eileen Chang employed the same narrative strategy not only to examine
and reflect on the traditional and modern China, but also to question the underlying
authority conferred by the colonial gaze through ‘gazing’ at the colonizer. It is
believed that Liu Na'ou, Mu Shiying, and Eileen Chang’s strategies of ‘mimicry’
varied due to different periods of time and diverse perspectives. However, such
‘mimicry’ was not mere ‘replication,” but a new form of creation, which was
deviated from the mainstream and represented an ‘alternative’ approach to imagine

China.
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» Homi K. Bhabha, The Location of Culture, p.114.
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