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The Sacred Waters:
The Archetypes and Symbols in River

and Sea Fu during Jin Dynasty

Kao Li-feng

Abstract

This paper employs the archetypal criticism and Mirrea Eliade’s theories
to discuss the mythical images and symbols, which are often used in the Jin
dynasty literature, and attempts to show the meanings of literature archetypes
and psychological contents in culture.

Polng-lai island is the literature archetype of sacred mountains and islands
in “river and sea Fu”, which also combines the Tao philosophy to describe the
multiple images of sacred place. River and sea are the symbols of life and also
the metaphors of the power of kingdom. Therefore, the eulogium of sacred
waters contains the people’s philosophy thinking and reconfirms the identity of
nation. The sacred water which has been a transcultural archetypal symbol, is
not only the reconstruction of ancient mythical world but also represent the
eternal conflicts and solution between our world and the other world, person and

nation, principle of human world and of university.

Keywords: waters, myth, archetype, symbol, Jin fu
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B|EES , ABUWATREENRE. (LEKE BRERL) XA .

BREMZE , BE , F2TH. ... B#ZE,
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7 2 R Joseph Campell / Bill Moyers® , RIMMZ ,( Ak : LHELHARE , 1995
), H230-231, Eliadett BB FE. Eliade2 ARKBRREE , RAKFEBRRE
BFi8 : "Dragons, snakes, shell-fish, dolphins, fish and so on are the emblems of waters;
hidden in the depths of the ocean, they are infused with the sacred power of the abyss; lying
quietly in lake or swimming across rivers, they bring rain, moisture and floods, thus
governing the fertility of the world., 2 EM. Eliade, Patterns in Comparative Religion,
( New York, 1974 ) p.207,
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63 (%) BH% F7E ( Ernst Cassier ), {AY , B 108,
“ B8R (F)AWE, RESE, (kZEHEHEZH) (L8 ARBARE, 2002 )
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1 (EEBSEHICER) (LR : REER , 1986 ), H 296,

“ BERE (BEF)(Z)BTHE, H 74

67 RAITTEFFITIE ; Water is a bearer of seeds; earth bears seeds too, but in the earth
they all bring forth fruit quickly. Latencies and seeds may spend several cycles in water
before they become manifest; but it cam be said of the earth that it never rests; its work if to
give birth unceasingly, to give form and life to whatever comes back to it lifeless and sterile.
The waters are there at the beginning and end of every individual life. Everything emerges
into being above the surface of the waters, and is once again reduced to its primeval
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EiES  ERXBESE K UETE  ®wBHEE A UET
5, O BABHEE A NUETSTR IBBEHEKE A HUWESFE.
HAFR : RKBREZAE , HERMEX , HEZ, 7

BRESIE HEIRBERCESE UXEBEENERTA ERBY
EHERE , B TIHEKSNEIBURBERKE, () =EF5| (B
FEE) =

BORE  EZTH, DEIR , BIIEZE. ((UBEE
EBD))

formlessness as a result of a historical disaster ( like the flood ) or a cosmic one
( mahapralaya ) . Every expression of life is the result of the fertility of the earth; every
form is born of it, living, and returns to it the moment its share of life is exhausted; returns
to it to be reborn; but before being reborn, to rest, to be purified, to be regenerated. Water
precedes every creation, every form; earth produces living forms. While the mythological
destiny of water is to open and close cosmic cycles, the destiny of the earth is to stand at the
beginning and end of every biological form and of every form sharing in the history of
place ( “men of the place” ) . Time—which, so to speak, sleeps as far as water is
concerned—is alive and active in the earth’s engendering. Living forms come and go with
lightning speed.2 R M. Eliade, Patterns in Comparative Religion, p.254.

® B8R CR) BEME, REBEFE, (PELRNKEETE) (LB DEXEHRL
1989 £ ) H 178-186, ( Granet, Marcel, Fetes et Chansons Anciennes de la Chine, Paris, 1919 %

¥ (BEAFHERE):"TFEMA  EZSA?LFE  XRELE  #HENR B
BELR , WeB =8N,

B ACEERERREAREN) L (2ZEX) B+, H 1138, BR (REMAH
BB o
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