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Study on Chinese Shi-ren Fiction in the Tang
Dynasty

Ichiro Kominami

Abstract

This paper begins by examining the origins and the performance styles
of Chinese shi-ren fiction T A/]Ngit in the Tang dynasty. A subsequent
investigation on how the term “shi-ren” is used in Classical texts ranging form
the pre-Qin period 52 to Ming # and Qing & reveals that the term refers
only to the people who made a living by conducting business in the
marketplace. Yet based on its usage, which also has close relationship with
acrobatics, this paper therefore proposes that the marketplace, as a space, is
actually related to the emergence of early acrobatics in China. Moreover,
market as a space is also one of the causes of the rise and the development of
professional acrobatics in the early days.

From the market-related descriptions found in Tang fictions, coupled
with the spatial distributions and functions of the marketplace, the author
discovers that ‘marketplace’ and ‘imperial palace’ are two contrary spaces,
similar to the idea of yin [& and ydng F%, each representing different values
respectively. As a result, the marketplace, to put it more precisely, has
become a spatial symbol, reflecting an idea of anti-power and other relevant
values that go against the executive institute with the emperor as its pyramidal
figure. This artistic characteristic, mirroring the values that only belong to the
town, become the most important motive power of fiction history in the later
periods from the Song and Yuan Dynasties.

Keywords: the Tang dynasty, shi-ren fiction marketplace space, anti-power
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T# - (EER) REREER (TEENLE  BERGER)  HR
EE > 1960

AR - BRRETE - (BRAERE) - ERhEER - 1981

HES > (CTREEL) - hhEER - 1982

G EMR - CRVER) - bR EER - 1961

FEE - (BB - LIS AR - 1979

R CHmBEERRER) - (ER/NRAET=R) - FTHEER - 1984

Bt - (BEITRESR ) - (BB LRFTIR) - FoCE Rt - 1985

Bk - (EIEHEAE - RSE - BEER) - IRFSEATE] - 1981

JERERE - SIMEE - (REEF ) > WXXER » 1970

BRgR< - (EHiE) - WiRERR (EieC - k) - hEE)R - 1992

B2 (BIEEFFER) - (BTHRAFTR) - FroCE AR - 1985

=& (BRI ) » AR EER - 1985

RE (B SE) - (BERRAR) - F B AR - 1985

EEEERT] - BURBEMES - (B 5 /N - BRILRREARIE » 1991

B - (REEER) - _Bgdr S LAt - 1979

B - EAURREE - (SRS ) - Rl sh B SO i FepT S i
B& > 1995

L - BHE - (HERTE) - BRER - 1991

sk (RBREIME) > (BELRHMR) - HoCE Rt - 1985

UL - CHRARE ) > WCER - 1987

FIEFBI SRR - G ARERRE OFTZE) - (B B SE) » B = — 8% 1992
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AHXAER TFANR ) YRR LEEL kK2 H®HR
ANWRFHFTA > THPREERMALZHGE - —FTERR
THELEEHEABREFBLWETES K > —F @A wBILH
BTPEAPHFRHERAFHERLPTEANER > TH
JEERIRE R AFHEETE -
BEHRTEFRERENHR > XRAF I LS B0y HEE M
VAR L AR AR EY I RAEE 2T FAHT]
REBZ (HBEHEAHK) XF ABRERFH " BLHMAE
BB R - T A AR o A T ARSI o5
W THEMAEFE(ERF)(Sh ERXALA T FEp 0 1985
£) H 424~ 425 -

FofmFEEA:
AXGEFRARRE FBARRXHBE BRAAYXFAL
A#F - RHFFELANXERFLRBEOXEABRRL
BEREANXFLHFELERERE L - FHERNETAL K
B BEBERIRXFGRLF BT — ko RIZRITR
XF (FHEEEMEOXTE) ERATHEEETEHE :
http://members.ld.infoseek.co.jp/kominamild/ronbun.html
DEEBRGBEREXF  ARABAMEHREEARES B
WRXAL e — R B i — BT X REEFS
EREFRLERRE - FEH BB LT HATABREBM
BARGERXMEMTBEREEREST TAEZTALE R
BHFERXRRERFGE DR R GRS -




