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Body, desire and the boundary of the space

the cultural performance of female symbolism in Tang
Poem’s Picture collection from late Ming dynasty

Cheng Wen-huei

Abstract

The symbol of gender and its manipulation is a basic and common cultural
structure. In the different cultural era, female and body usually are the space where
different consciences are mixed. This paper focuses on the cultural development
of the female symbolism in the Tang Poem’s picture collection, and discusses its
cultural meaning used and argued by rite/emotion, elegance/lowness in the new
consumers’society of late Ming Dynasty. In the visual art using the analogy
between poems and pictures, how would female have been modeled into an object
containing male desire? How was the male power/the system of fatherhood
demonstrated by the visual symbol and gender argument? In the late Ming
Dynasty, under the gradually loosing social hierarchy, mechanism of cultural
consumption, and cultural atmosphere of dislocated ethics/desire, how would the
female symbolism derail and waver out of the system of fatherhood and develop
an diversified face containing the concepts of female, body and desire. How was a
gender revolution, crossing the cultural boundary of sense/sensibility and
elegance/lowness, developed in the female/body’s boundary of space of the
analogy between poems/picture? This paper was divided into the four areas — (1)
the pictorial examples of rites and analogy of esthetics (2) romantic space and
analogical desire (3) behavior and desirous loop (4) the space of pastime and
“sisterhood - to discuss the possibility of agreement in co-existing gender, desire
and hierarchy caused by the movement of the boundary of female/body.

Keywords: Tang Poem’s Picture collection, body, desire, female,

the boundary of the space
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