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On Modern Features Of “ Prostitute in Shanghai”

Luan Mei-jian”

Abstract

The novel “Prostitute in Shanghai” by Bangqin Han, offered the earliest
literary image, which showed a truly picture changing from the ancient
patriarchal society to the modern industrial and commercial one in China. It
exposed the craftiness and fawning of the prostitution in Shanghai by writing
realistically. It was not only the end of ever-lasting subject that is “coming to
the prostitute’s help” in the writing on prostitution, but also the beginning of
waking up the normal human feelings. It inquired into the writing technique of
the modern novels getting bogged down in the net of social association while
breaking through the family-style structure that the traditional novels facing to
the ways of the world had. Besides, Wu dialect was adopted in writing, which

was a good test for the novels in modernization.

Keywords: changing from ancient to modern, waking up the normal human

feelings, the net of social association, Wu dialect in writing

* Professor, Department of Chinese Literature , Fu-Dan University.
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