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The Ocean Concept and Cosmogony of Peng Lai
Myth

Kao Li-feng*

Abstract

The concept of “Peng Lai Mount” in Shan Hai Jin went to Qin and Han
Dynasty, it appeared in the form of “Three Mounts” or “Five Mounts”,
indicating that the ancestor’s view of the eternal world. Within the increasing
mythological research of “Peng Lai Mount”, the imagination and depiction of
ravine in the sea, spirit in the ocean, and other worlds in the ocean shows that
ancestor’s religious emotion and philosophical thinking towards the ocean. All
these contain plenty of cultural significance. By re-examining the articles
about “Peng Lai Mount” in ancient books, we found that, within the fragmental
and limited records, concepts and plots such as “Bo Sea”, “ravine”, “furnace”,
“turtle bear mount” are all close related to the “ocean” concept. These articles
are full of ancestor’s imagination and observation towards ocean, and
depiction and explanation towards the universe. Due to its abundance about the
thinking of “ocean” (original water), languages in mythology try to depict the
arbitrariness, which actually has something related to ancestor’s views of
world and thinking about the universe. This paper adapts the theory of
comparative mythology, starts with the fundamental question, and tries to
re-examine and discuss the concept of ocean and its meaning, basing on some

existing conclusions in this academia.

Keywords: Peng-Lai myth, ocean, ocean myth, cosmogonic myth, island
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