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Sword of Telling and Singing Literature:
Dunhuang Manuscript “Wu Zi-Xu Bianwen”

Yang Ming-chang

Abstract

This article discusses the meaning of the sword in Dunhuang telling and
singing literature. Objects in Dunhuang telling and singing literature are seldom
only simple and ordinary, but have divine power, contain deep meanings, or serve
as the key of a story. In some texts, the sword performs a narrative function; for
example, it tightens the structure of “Wu Zi-Xu Bianwen,” connects the plots,
shapes Wu Zi-Xu into a courageous swordsman, and completely spotlights the
topic of gratitude and revenge. The sword also represents martialism or
symbolizes justice or warding off evil spirits in Dunhuang telling and singing
literature. In Buddhist bianwen, the sword is often associated with the wisdom of

liberation, while in historical bianwen, it symbolizes position and power.

Key Words: Dunhuang, telling and singing literature, sword, bianwen

(transformation text), narrative

* Assistant Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, Chengchi University.
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