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Tao and Destiny in Zuangzi’s Thought
of Practicing Virtuous Deeds

Wu Zhao-jia

Abstract

In Zuangzi, the outer world’s completeness is expressed as the full response
to one’s deeds. A sentence carrying this idea appears in Chapter 4: if one can probe
into his/her inside rather than contemplate with their mind, even ghosts will come
and obey, not to mention humans. Compared with the Confucian idea that one
has to use appropriate methods to pursue what they want and yet whether he/she
can get it depends on his/her destiny, Zhuangzi’s idea seems more universal,
closely connecting the power of virtues to complete realization. This universality
contains a strong belief that plays as the core basis of Zuangzi’s thought: blessings
correspond with virtues. The main goal of this study is to analyze this special
quality in Zuangzi’s statement on practicing virtuous deeds and to highlight the
existence of the correspondence between blessings and virtues by comparing it
with Confucian statements. This investigation will surely help readers to know
ontologically the essence of Taoism and the differences between Taoism and

Confucianism.

Keywords: destiny, virtues, Zhuangzi, having the virtues of a sage and practicing

virtuous deeds, blessings corresponding with virtues
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