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The Philosophical Research in Ethics
and Morals of Early Confucianism:
a Discussion Based on Guodian Bamboo Documents

Kuo Li-hua

Abstract

When comparing different methods of viewing the moral values of

Confucianism, it is disputable whether early Confucianism —— Confucianism

in the early and middle Warring State Period belongs to virtue ethics or role
ethics. Early Confucianism reveres the Mandate of Heaven, centers around the
disposition of human beings, and emphasizes on the nobility of rulers and the
objectivity and generality of human relations. Within the patriarchy, rulers and
the ruled, parents and children, husbands and wives, etc. have their respective
social roles, duties and position. It is difficult to believe this way of thought is
accomplished only by one person when studying the development of Confucianism
shown on the Guodian bamboo slips. By enunciating the state, the content, and
the practice of morality, scholars in the early and middle Warring State Period

complete the construction of Confucianism and explicitly position man in the

world of morality.

Keywords: Guodian bamboo slips, role ethics, virtue ethics
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