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The Relationship between Yang Xiong’s Taixuan
and the Book of Changes

Fung Shu-fun

Abstract

One of Yang Xiong’s most important books is the Taixuan, which is generally
thought to be related to the Book of Changes and the studies on it in the Han
Dynasty, but with different evidences, scholars have various opinions on the way
the two books are connected. This paper first differentiates the theories about the
relationship between them and then develops a new theory based on Confucius’s
interpretation of the Book of Changes. Taking reality into account, Yang Xiong
approves Confucius’s focusing on renyi ({~, benevolence and righteousness)
rather than follows the common interpretations that strongly associate the Book
of Changes with divination. He writes the 7aixuan to resolve the contradictions
between these two kinds of interpretations and integrate them into one system

centering on renyi.

Keywords: Yang Xiong, Taixuan, Book of Changes, Confucianism, Daoism,

shututonggui (different roads lead to the same goal)

* Associate Professor, Department of Chinese, The Hong Kong Institute of Education.
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