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On the Formation and the Meaning
of Sishu zhangju jizhu:
Starting from Zhuxi’s Deliberate Consideration
of Chinese Classics

Chen Chih-hsin

Abstract

Zhu Xi’s studies on Chinese classic texts provide researchers with bountiful
high quality commentaries and numerous documents that record his annotating
process. In order to discover what Zhu concerns when he annotates Chinese classics
and to utilize it to understand his most famous commentary Sishu zhangju jizhu
(PYEZEA)JEE7F) this article studies profiles of him, quotations from him, his
letters discussing studies on Chinese classics and his statements about Chinese
classic commentaries. Zhu realizes that one’s morality is cultivated extensively
in the process of analyzing and comprehending Chinese classics; this causes him
to study the sentence structures and the word meanings of Sishu (P45E) throughout
his life. His Sishu zhangju jizhu is not only his reading report but an excellent
guidebook that give directions to later scholars studying the words and sentences
of Sishu. Zhu Xi’s studies imply an evident connection between literary cultivation

the tradition of Chinese classic studies.

Keywords: jingxue (studies on Chinese classic texts), literary cultivation,
commentary form, Zhu Xi, Sishu zhangju jizhu (collected annotations

on the Four Books)

" Associate professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Taiwan University.
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