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The Changes of the Cultural System in the Years
of Qiandao and Chunxi and the New Tendencies
of Fu in the Southern Song Dynasty

Xu Jie

Abstract

With the national policy emphasizing on literary writings, the years of
Qiandao and Chunxi in the Southern Song are compared by historians to the years
of Yuanyou in the Northern Song Dynasty. Fu revives and flourishes during the
years of Qiandao and Chunxi because it is reinstated as an item of the imperial
examination. Two apparent new tendencies emerge: an emphasis on the /ifu
(regulated fir) and the formation of the Qian-Chun style. The Qian-Chun style is a
combination of the Ou style (Ouyang Xiu’ style) and the Su style (Su Shi’s style)
in the Northern Song, and the style of the writers then, such as Chen Fu-liang and
Lou Yue. Liifu works in this period are considered the most representative of this
genre in the Southern Song Dynasty. In the last period of the Southern Song, the
imitation of the Qian-Chun style leads to the existence of a new type of fi criticism,
which especially opposes the traditional artistic criticism and stresses on the

pragmatic value of fi in the imperial examination.

Keywords: Qian-Chun, regulated fu, criticism, changes of the cultural system,

tendencies of fu writing
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