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The Definitions of the Character E
on Ancient Chinese Bronzes

Ho Shu-huan

Abstract

In Chinese academic circles, it is generally deemed that the character B
in Chinese bronze inscriptions has four definitions. When used as a function
word, it means wui (}ff); when used as a content word, it means shun (JIE, to
obey) or serves as a name or a posthumous name. This paper compares the
meanings of EY and its derivative hui (B{) and draws four conclusions about
them. The first is that Aui (Bf) can be explained as zhu (B, to assist), which is
exemplified in the inscriptions of Mao Gong Ding ( (/AN ) ), Shi Xun Gui
( CHIEHEE) ), Shi Zai Ding ( (Eli&HiH ) ), He Zun ( (&) ) and Yu Ding ( (/&
I ). The second is that both B and Aui () can be explained as jing (#¥,
deference ), which is demonstrated in the inscriptions of Yun Er Ding ( {54
155 ), Wang Sun Yi Lie Ding ( ( EFREBEUR) ), Wang Zi Wu Ding ( { EF4
IF ), Wang Sun Gao Zhong ( { FFA7G$# ) ) and Lu Bo Zhong Gui ( (A
E ) ). The third is that E§ can be pronounced as zhuan (), meaning zhisi (5%
], to manage), as in the inscriptions of Jiu Nian Wui Ding ( { JLEEMIL) ). The
fourth is that Bf can be pronounced as hAui (&), meaning huiju (&% to
assemble), as in the inscriptions of Fu Qu Zun ( {EHEZL) ).

Keywords: Chinese bronze inscriptions, Eg, hui (8), zhu (Bfj, to assist), jing
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