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The Key Factor of the Development
of Xin Yue-Fu Poetry in Tang Dynasty
—— Li Bo’s Creativity and Du Fu and

Yuan Jie’s Two-Track Development

Chu Wo-hsin

Abstract

Xin Yue-Fu which discussed current political situation and suffering of
people was classical satiric poetry in ancient Chinese. It achieved a brilliant
achievement from High-Tang to Middle-Tang. The academic circle expounded
Xin Yue-Fu merely around representative works belong to Du Fu, Zang Ji,
Wang Jian, Bo Ju-Yi, Yuan Zhen, Pi Ri-Xiou and so on. Xin Yue-Fu has never
been overall searched and the poets who were pivotal significance in the
development of Xin Yue-Fu have not been indicated exactly yet.

In this article the author sifted poetry comprehensively from Quan Tang
Shi and discovered 641 poems of Xin Yue-Fu in Tang. After combed out the
development trajectory the author ascertained that the Li Bo’s 21 poems of Xin
Yue-Fu were the first view to focus on this issue since the poets in Early-Tang
had done piecemeal. It not only fired the Yue-Fu poetry recovering the social
spirit of Han Yue-Fu but also initiated the new state of discussion on the
current political situation with evolutional issues for Yue-Fu. Yuan Jie and Du
Fu just based on them to mature the Xin Yue-Fu. Yuan Jie’s 35 poems and Du
Fu’s 65 poems of Xin Yue-Fu simultaneously emerged out in the end of
High-Tang and revealed a climate of composing Xin Yue-Fu, but their works
were quite different in the issues of allegory, feature of style and route of

development. The Xin Yue-Fu in Middle-Tang was flourished and full of
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participant poets. Kinds of represented wordsmanship of Xin Yue-fu were also
outstanding in this period. Especially Li Shen, Yuan Zhen and Bo Ju-Yi
retrieved from Du Fu and Yuan Jie’s pair of spreads and refined their fortes
harmoniously. They made a contribution to reconstruct synthetic modality for
Xin Yue-fu. After resurgence was failed and the political ambiance turned to
dreariness after the Gan Lu coup in End-Tang the satiric poetry were drowsy
and Xin Yue-Fu quieted down. Only Pi Ri-Xiou and Yu Fen inherited the Yuan
Jie’s path and finalized the context of Xin Yue-fu for the Tan Dynasty.

Keywords: Xin Yue-Fu, Satire, Tang poetry, Li Bo, Du Fu, Yuan Jie
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