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(Chuang Chou} Interpreting the meaning of being free

and unfettered

Wang Zhi-mei”
Abstract

The term of being free and unfettered in { Chuang Chou )has undergone a long and historical
evolution, in which Guoxiang serves as the watershed. Here we like to show some literature
reference that shows how the interpretations changed before and after Guoxiang: Before Guoxiang,
being free and unfettered was mainly understood as referring to wandering around doing nothing
as a way to eliminate worries and boredom. Guoxiang made people believe that being free and
unfettered meant being free of everything. In  {Chuang Chou) of the Epoch of Warring States,
the term of being free and unfettered resembles more what the term was understood back in the
years of the Qing Dynasty and the 2 Han Dynasties. Secondly, when it comes to interpreting the
term being free and unfettered from the text of { Chuang Chou ), we come to realize that being free
and unfettered is an abstracted understanding of naturally inactive and Guoxiang explains being
free and unfettered as product of extended inactivity.

Keywords: Chuang Chou,being free and unfettered,Wandering freely and

unfettered, Inactive,Guoxiang
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