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Studies of Hsiin Tzu’s Theory of Human Nature
in America

. *
Jer-shiarn Lee

Abstract

Hsiin Tzu is a very important figure in Pre-Ch’in Confucian School, and
is most fomous for his claim that “human nature is evil.” About the studies of
Hsiin Tzu, American scholars of Chinese Studies have made great
contributions. Nevertheless, for centuries American scholars in the study of
Hsiin Tzu did not explore much about his theory of human nature. However,
for the works published in the states, we could see that American scholars
attempted to explore the text of “Xing E” (human nature is evil) chapter or
analyze and interpret the theory of human nature. Hence, these works would
benefit our studies of Hsiin Tzu’s theory of human nature.

The objects which this paper was going to discuss were those works
written in English and published by scholars who taught and researched in
America. My paper was to explore some representative works, to evaluate the
research results contributed by scholars in America, and to expound the

possible research orientation in the future.

Keywords: Hstin Tzu, Theory of Human Nature, Human Nature is Evil,

Conscious Activity, Sense of Duty.

* Profsser, Graduate School of Chinese Studies, National Yunlin University of Science and

Techology.
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James Legge, “That the Nature is Evil”, in Chinese Classics: with a translation, critical
and exegetical notes, prolegomena, and copious indexes, v.2, ch.2, Appendix 1 (Oxford:
Clarendon Press, 1893), pp.79-88.

Homer Dubs, Hsun-tze: the Moulder of Ancient Confucianism (London: Arthur
Probsthain, 1927).

> Homer Dubs, The Works of Hsun Tze (London: Probsthain, 1928).

John Knoblock, Xunzi: A Translation and Study of the Complete Works, vols.1-3
( Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1988-1994).
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 Homer Dubs, Hsun-tze: the Moulder of Ancient Confucianism, pp.77-84.
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7 H.G.Creel, “The Authoritarianism of Hsun Tzu”, in Chinese Thought: From Confucius to
Mao Tse-tung (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1953), pp.115-134.

8 D.C.Lau, “Theories of Human Nature in Mencius and Shyuntzyy”, in T.C.Kline III and
Philip J. Ivanhoe eds., Virtue, Nature and Moral Agency in the Xunzi (Indianapolis /
Cambridge: Hackett Publishing Co.Inc., 2000), pp.188-219.
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o Wing-tsit Chan, “Naturalistic Confucianism: Hsun Tzu”,in 4 Source Book in Chinese

Philosophy (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1963), pp.115-135.
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" Donald J.Munro, The Concept of Man in Early China (Stanford: Stanford University
Press, 1969) ,pp.77-81.
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' Benjamin 1. Schwartz, “Hsun Tzu: The Defense of Faith”, in The World of Thought in
Ancient China (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1985), pp.290-320.
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12 Chad Hansen, “Xunzi: Pragmatic Confucianism”, in 4 Daoist Theory of Chinese Thought:
A Philosophical Interpretation (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1992), pp.307-334.
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13 David S. Nivison, “Xunzi on Human Nature”, in Bryan W. Van Norden ed., The Ways of
Confusianism: Investigations in Chinese Philosophy (Chicago: Open Court, 1996),
pp-123-141.
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4 Eric Hutton, “Does Xunzi Have a Consistent Theory of Human Nature ? ” in Virtue,
Nature and Moral Agency in the Xunzi, pp.220-236.
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