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On the Interaction between the Zhou Dynasty
and the Baguo (% &) from the Inscriptions

of Babo yu (%11 &)

Huang Ting-chi

Abstract

The purpose of this article is to study the Babo yu ( #5{Hz: ) inscriptions unearthed
in Dahekou Cemetery (K{A[[12%#t) M1017 from an interactive perspective, and
to discuss the nature of the Baguo, its cultural identity, and its relationship with the
Zhou Dynasty. Firstly, discuss the features of M1017 and Babo yu. We argue that
judging from the other unearthed artifacts and shape features of M1017, the tomb
still belongs to the Zhou culture, but retains some characteristics of the Shang culture
and local culture. Secondly, several groups of words related to interaction are discussed,
including Miao Mao ( BER#) , Gui (&) , Zan Bin (&% ) , Gan Min (F{f) , Yu
Bin (7% ) , etc. We believe that these words indicate that although Babo accepted
the Zhou Dynasty’s system of monarchs and ministers, he still retained some political
independence. Third, we do not agree that the Hegemony belongs to the “Huai Xing
Jiu Zong ({229 11,57 ),” and believe that it should be a small feudal state with different
surnames. At the same time, using tomb information and other inscriptions, it is
demonstrated that although the Hegemony adopted the Zhou Dynasty system, it still
retains different cultural characteristics in terms of burial customs and art. Finally,
this research based on the interaction between the Baguo and the Zhou Dynasty to
infer the political relationship of state with different surnames with the Zhou Dynasty

may belong to confederation.

Keywords: Babo yu, inscriptions, Baguo, Dahekou Cemetery, interaction
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