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A Study on the format of “Shu Zu”
in Western Zhou Bronze Inscriptions

Hsieh Po-lin

Abstract

Among the research results on the format of the Western Zhou Dynasty inscriptions
in recent years, there is a type of inscription called “Qizhu yue” #¥=-H that has
received attention. For the discussion of this inscription format, some scholars
define this inscription format from the theme and format, while others define this
inscription format in the form of “Qizhu yue.” There are broad and strict differences
in the two aspects. Starting from the concept of Martin Kern’s “traditional public
language repository,” this paper analyzes from the perspectives of “structure” and
“words,” and distinguishes the inscriptions “Shu Zu” it in the form of “Qizhu
yue.” The content and structure of such inscriptions are often written in the columns
of “Virtues of Ancestors,” “Ancestors Helping Kings,” “Virtues of Descendants
Follow Ancestors’ Virtues,” “Specific Actions of Descendants,” and “Rewards of
Kings,” each of which follows a similar pattern. The term usages are also repeated,

highlighting what makes the genre special.

Keywords: Western Zhou bronze inscriptions, Qizhu yue, term, formula, the format
of “Shu Zu”

*  Assistant Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, Tunghai University.
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