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“The Concentrated Artist”
and “The Fallen Icarus”:
Mu Xin’s Romantic Image of Jesus

Ouyang Kai-bin

Abstract

Jesus’s romantic image as poet or artist has been rare in His modern Chinese
reception. Mu Xin (1927-2011), a post-May Fourthian writer emerged in Taiwan in
the1980s, was a significant exception, with Jesus being his shaping force to be a
true artist and art martyr. The investigation starts with Mu Xin’s self-description as
“the Fifth Gospel” of Chinese in his last years, a strong indication of his Jesus-cult,
and traces it back to his literary reading of the Old and New Testaments, an essential
part of his world literature lectures (1989-1994, New York). Mu Xin’s romantic image
of Jesus was outlined as “Jesus is the concentrated artist; Artist is the scattered Jesus.”
It goes hand in hand with his Icarian psyche, where the high-flying artists are destined
to fall, a tragic fate most fully exhibited by Jesus, whose infinite love for man proved
to be in vain. Such an interpretation, deviating from the Christian doctrine of divine
love, was held by Mu Xin as his educational motto. Mu Xin’s early formation, life
ideal and suffering gave birth to his romantic image of Jesus. Most essentially, his
intense experience of the shadow of modernity, from the sins of the Cultural Revolution
to the global human decline towards the end of the 20th century, brought about his
Icarian-Jesus for self-identification, empowering, redemption, as well as pessimism
of history and humanity, and confession of lasting struggle between love and hatred.

Revelation of Mu Xin’ s romantic image of Jesus has its significance in three-fold.

*  Shui Mu Scholar, Assistant Research Fellow, Department of Foreign Languages and Literatures,
Tsinghua University, Beijing.
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It enriches the images of Jesus in modern China, provides an angle to re-engage
Chinese transculturation of European romanticism, and sheds lights on Mu Xin as a

legend so far understudied in the Sinophone world.

Keywords: Mu Xin, the image of Jesus, Romantic Jesus, the concentrated artist,

the fall of Icarus
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Warren Breckman, European Romanticism: A Brief History with Documents (Boston: Bedford/
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76 Anders Nygren, Agape and Eros, trans. Philip Watson (London: SPCK, 1982), pp. 75-89.
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