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The Tradition Which Never Exists:
“TheLyric Tradition in China’ by Chen Shi-xiang

Kung, Peng-cheng’

Abstract

According to Chen Shi-xiang's articles such as “The Lyric Tradition in
China’, compared with the Western tradition which focuses on epic and drama,
the tradition of the Chinese literature can be called a lyric one, aiming to
express the inner self of the authors. Deduced and elaborated by many scholars,
this idea is prevalent and influential in the field of Chinese studies, and
becomes a powerful explanatory system in Taiwan and Hong Kong. However,
Mr. Chen's denomination is found doubtful, since he only treated the Chinese
poetry with the model of Western lyrics, but neglected the notable differences
of ethics, study of human nature, theory of poetry between China and the West.
As the result, Mr. Chen exaggerated the features of lyrics and concluded the
Chinese literature with them. His argument therefore is questionable in
methodology, point of view and ideology, and what he denominated is a
tradition which never existsin China.

Keywords: Chen Shi-xiang, Lyrics, Lyric tradition, Chinese literature

" Distinguished Professor, School of Chinese Language and Literature, Beijing Nornal
University.



THEWER  wRERNTHERL 41

SRR AT IR R - AR BRI B S A — R SR AARRE - R G
f o B SRR E N R I SCER R W AR OB AR A (BRIEBE ST )
1972 FEESCHRRE AR o BESCBETS 1 BRSO 2R B B SCER R S AR LA
wAmAEL T BARREE  MMHEREER oA EHRIIBR SR (Bl S e #Hr
A ) L TIPIE R B o Ty o MR TR BRI B 5
DUBE e S b B SO B G R EAT - IR A T~ AR~ FEEH
BT - SE AN B HERD > B R 2L R hE 1 2 R - BREIERIE A
FEAFZ I o Rl LS i e B S B % -

HELEMER L - MR - B CCEMFFInE ) 83RIER
FH (PR S) BN DR RN - HEEFEASIRZ T o KA
SRR R TE R AR R B RR B I o0 » Ty HU R TT 1A IR R RS - il
BT ] P o o 1 AN RAER

— Ak

BSCE BRI - (SOTE) Pk - AR E TR « R
BB  H B S S AR - B RURIER S HIE R
B2 A AR R IR BSCRE)  (PEEAE
By G -

AR — B A R » 2 AP 77 S5 A R RS -
B B EL AT % 2 FET - BLRFED + BRPG 7 RS (do 8 2 £ 5 4%
AR BAF SR T AELLL + 3 T30k PR i R » (B A ph S — 2
IR B SO (T S - SEAE ST R R L (S ALY -

Rl R R 21+ R TS EOR — MRS + AT - T
57— FEIRE - BRSEAE AR - it « LRk (GHE) L RATIRE
FEERG - DR B, ZJFRATE - 5 URRRE TR - B TR 3
B o SUBUTHR T R bR T - SRR - SRS 7

AT+ BRSE AT IFSERY + FURES + 1 FLATRE U (RES) F1—BAEk
R o DURTEACHR LTI P - SERELLBLHERT B B SO 120 2
BSCE A RIS R TR - B T R T Ak, B
BB FLRHOMSE - TS P52 LR IS 2 FEVRATARRSE T - Bttt ST
BRI REA A SRR P + SIS VRS T 1% 2 25 LU B U5 G 2



42 BARFXEH H+H

AEE BRI R DT ER R R B LB - fEm S - se A
EEPECEE —ARHEEE - O HFIRURPERS ~ B 245 - E
VUEEERY - 38 S A B bR AR 1 7 fESCER A Ry LEPUE - VO
s Ry (RFRE) (CREdt) Wl - AU &k —2 - B $PIEeT - Ml

AFHFREBABRPIRNCAGUETRTRITFHFORRE
F o PRAFHFEAGER TR RHREFLE LS
R BmAH KX LKk AR ZEABR - ik F B XA
ey £ ECERELHRGIBR T TH < FIA - BFRT X
OB R ARGE R R IR AT R o BT R LA R
FAE XS A c R WAL EAXPHEL P EE LK
I EIFFNEY - ERE B EFEERTN ST EITE
Frooe o FRIMAET T AT X 09 EAY B AR BT XA
XY FERBRAELE R BX ABERXREETND
W BRI AGE — A0 R LR — R o daAR R
BN Ry B R 64 1 B AR R AF TR e E A B KA 2 e
W ERADIEL I E (Lascelles Abercro ribie 1881-1938
REFARMITR) Prafe)  IRERBHOBTTLE o
WA B T TERDMITAMAN SR

B K (S - 20GK) B BEOREZRM - BEE - AT AR - H
R BRI (24828 B2 - LR " RZK—F5 -
BRAF T HR A FRY - BMRAFFR) - E AR B
AR AL » @ BRI A — IR - LT IR AR - HAEEk
ARSI TR ) o BUR IR SCEET IR SR - AR A - B
SHISE ZEANAT LR SR S AR £t ~ B ~ BE B~ BR BB I AR
< B FRE - B RCEE > BRL -

BEF o BROEAE TRISCER ) 2R R R LB IR AR
W ATt o (BB AL - RUFE 5% B3t - o2 T H rh B SO
HRENET IR R S LR - R P BRI IR s Al A BT R T
FER P - — M SCER A BRI ST - AR 0 & B AG bR B SRR 2 4Tk
FPIENE | SEEIREEE—HE 2



THEWES R ERNTHERL 43

Tenl - EAE (HltEe - Fs0) PO T RSB - Haw e - Bk
W E - FAIRAKEE ) - RERFIHMEE R R SR - SR A BRI =
AN S BERSe A B R - BROCAEIRIEINZ A - FOFT UL - Hpedte
B E CHME T EEFE ISR o AT AT o TR SRR A

A BE AR - 47 15T X2 5 HREM G Th BT e 2 RARIAZ T LA
X Rt DA B Tis - LEGRE (W - BRFE) &
REFHFTIE ATV S R 4R 2 #ERF LR 2 HIERVET - BlaT il
PR > — BRI - (B AR REARAANZRLIA - T e 1 B
SRR B BRI R - ISREANILE FFINA 7 B R R B A FF L
o FERCLEIREAX - BIVEE B PR - L Hm R Fr e e - BRI
w5 - A RER R MO ZE AR -

—omR

BROEA 5 —(E K RIRE - AR DAvE R -

st @ dt - BRSEA #ER S T PG SRR A 3] LE A e i B SCER R
o HEEAREH DI F TP AN - PP SRR T SR B B S
B DU S BRI AR P U7 305 - mI 2 EHE _LAlE RS 547 18 e R iR Y
AT BRI SCER

fAE CHREIRFTP BRI ) — SO EEGE @ 17 18R B H e i 7E

= L E > PE T IR R Al BB AR B DU % 4 B - IRE s A e HE
] P e

A2 3% B SR K484 £ K4F (John Drinkuater) % R A &
HBORT IFEFRGFEE A0 AED 0 B FH5F(Lyric)
Fasf (poetry) &R &F e

PR Se A BN R B R LR RY - H G AT ARt O H AR P IS ST o ML Ay -
EAME L2EIENET - 5518 (R EnhBISCERE ) b fisCE
HEADBARRBOR SR GFig) - 38 (FR) JiiriEes ¢

AT B TFEES  BRELZINRAZIRITEF

(the lyric) - #x#» A4 %2 (R. P. Blackmur) =4 3

(Northrop Fry) #45€ & 482 14409 o A 32 50 B 637 1 +F



44 BRFXEH F+H

B R TR g R RACH E T R
RHFATHER, - BROTAR: TEEREL —HES
0 B A R o

BEA - MAE CrRBIRFER B ) — PR LB R PR
R IERER PRGBS ERE, 19, o BAEUE 2 i

EAr KA CEIEHOAR EMEBRT —EHEESEE L £
EAfa T E ROMAR N F 0 FIRFHE ey L B0 % — A8
o AR MERNEL eMIFERANMAGENR  n A
BB EMREEARE KA CMELRAL T RAN
AL AL A ARy o SR IR O FE AR
Moo 2o PR EKEFRPRELE EREMY4F
TAFE| T oAb — M AREL LR ARG EAMNR =%
AR TSR OGAT IR - SRR S hE LM TREZE
ROGHFB

IE A - FREER T B E A B T R B - B 2R E AP TR
FHETIERES - DU R AR GGFg) ~ (BgRe) - At
gl 0 T IS SRR O H BIE R - B ITTRRRRRER -

b B BB P IR 8 | IT AR HRREE A LR
IR AR AN AN S S I A - T At 2 1) FEUAE B S 7 S IR S (LR T I —
SRYNEAL © DLES Rtk —3OKE - IXXEE (OUF) RIC - KEERRIK
A o R 1957 45 (BRTT) 5B 10 %% - rhiZEmindm - B4 -

RARATH 093 B KA AR AR 2k & K Ao B 09 B A8 K AN
—tho ARG mT 0 HRMEREE R o LATH AR
FRA M AL AT XA FRAGRE - RMAFETN
Ao ey T o B IRGAA S B ARIF YR 0 £ 5k
TR B AR A o

fE3E — B > BROCAE R R R B 250 PHRNMER E25&F - AR
M AR - BROE ARSI R #As H iy - Bl vy 7 g B 5 SF R T B IR A 3B 5K
FIFE (apuovix) AHIA] = TR, - JREAEZELIRER A B 9 i dh
FIFESE A E » B AL a] LY & — » SR SE R IR - 3R



THEWER R ERNITHERL 45

oS I R T ~ RS IR L Ry KL - T bk Ty B R AT ARy T R AR
Bl FEHEAAML -
DU ESELEET - @ — AR HRY - #5% » BRoeA NEE -

EHIZ B FHREFREFG S REF RS T R
o ey A4 (investigation of thing) £ 7k » B K #8504
BRAEREEH  AHETMNEE S AAFHHALRY
A o B —Jrdm o ek £ & & 0 ARy — R
MERSRA ARRELFHER T XS ARt E ki

A ARG w3 AR A - BELPRAS if Bd mfed  2RAEAF - Bl RN
B BRI o @R )RR Gz 1 (R At i il 4 5
e F L AT LRS- Jo2 IR Z SR EZi0)

AP AkE A F R RRRS TG o BT 0 FFE P oAb
WHERERRAATRERZIZ EMa—REHAATSEY
BRIESN R A AT S s RAREMEFRH EOFR LR
o B —— ERHAAEARBHNER  &X - HF
K o9 2R R AF A BB AT © B oY B BLIEAF 4L T — A e AT AT i
BAARGZREX  BABGOZER - B LRARE
2R RE BRI MR AR R AR BRE
B R A RO FFRILH A IR A TR F oY lF5 R R o

BT AR R o R AT - SRR AR ARIE I 3R - BRSE
RO ER A [SERANER - i A M EEIE O (e igbe ~ RAmIL IS
Fhe T RBRBRA ) K TPEABYRAS A EETENW o
W B e L b e s AR ) o BB SR B EE NIRRT R
BT e

BHSE A AE H 9 S E 2% The Chinese Renaissance ({ ¥ B s 38 #2))
FREH TP EREAA LIS, ~ APYEBNDIAT - LR AR R VYR SCER{E B R
HEEAE - R BISUREE —RAF B o SRACHTR 22 DU AR I B2 AU P Al
SEE FIE GRS T ROCEE B o B ACE Hh Bl (B NAR BT - B A B
A RAE TE SR H SRS - TR o8 = RCCEG Bl o JE QAL B B B B 7
Pl - FESCRRIAFSE L5 sk SR A IR T 77k - 2B U RO EEH i -



46 BAFXEH H+H

Horpr s MR R ITEERY - A BT SR - R T

CEMTRIRIER UG L o AEMEE R L - A 25 BRI SRR R R

TREER I - SRR IR AN EE AR ¢ A2 7% b+ M SR8 B 5 ~
HERE S Bn B - R RPURE EG HEIKE -

HOREARACEE B 2 1% » TR BRI /N SER RS fEE TR
T —RE TR R ) o RIS AR BRI T B s - B
EHE - EEEREEESIET - i B E EA R RIS - B2
SCHHERREAE R R SO ERERE AR R - KRy - BHEREN T SRR RIS J -
JF U T ERAS P g5 B B AR S B 25 ( Hu Shih. The Chinese Renaissance:
The Haskell Lectures 1933 ( Chicago: The University of Chicago Press.
1934) , Chapter 3.

RACSCERAZ B | - il 53 B SCEE B - S5 - HIE i SR
ENRE ARy Foan  MEANESE B R e R R8sy - R 7 — U
2o maFE i o SRS B T B MAE > BRERESE - (BANE
A - FEEEE L - HEE R T T E HEILE T - A E
FUBAESREAT » M A - AL EERERE - S EfE DU
E o WCERRE ~ e EE IR E RS — - HEMMIAENEE  AREE - It
& R S B RRE R - AR AR BR T — Y SCE REAEE E - AR
1152 G E T E AR - BRI S et — w22 - I S MU
BT 3 (TR EE) (@R E) —5~ B—=Z48)-

AR EOR - T E R RERE - IERA  UERIT - BER2K
AR BH A S AR E (R AN AL~ ANEE - I SEEE - SR ST
SRR TR ANELRRIR - A FIE R A wA - VA SFR - DR EM
ERAE ~ aEwEFE - VhEEE - 07E &S a2 - F
HEEZIE -

A AR - IR T EE R - RAZISPIEA - A
ANEREEEN L ARG S T RY#E - #EZn - fUEY)
A CVEZR - 2 th 2 QR LT ARE,, (#E) - =2 ) "5
- IRREER KT LY - BN —FY LB - HATDUEHE - 215
= HFrPAFEWA 5 (+ &) T e - e 2 B - BARRIE
DREL © SRS - BRSSP o (o) o B8 - 2 7B - FNft
JEWE ? FIESY) < BH - B3BE - JHREFME » MUSPIEH - 2Ot EE T



THEWES R ERNITHER 47

Koo RINEER Tz, B2 T2 Rt BIZIEE - GEF) B1/AX
=T BAIERSY) - M) B AEE RS - HASNY] 5 IhESAER -
PECEN  HIER B o e AT 1IRRZE ~ Ry AR B - NS -
B8 - PR IEANEE R et |, - FREE RIS Y » NIETESME
B ENFSY LXK - MEEEEE LrIRE (7 F ks (2
SIERE M ¢ YRS By T oy mMAE A ) - N (EREBELHH) &
b RXEE2AE 0 1990) -

Bk S 28 58 2 AR BE T E A SRR - WA A BRI B S T R R - Bt
RIVFF A BEFFERAE T S E R R RAI B, -

AR A AR ARG ML EFF A KREREFELIOIT - (R
JUERZE) % 59 WA ¢ T B sk » BIEFE L 0 ZERNE - BELC
LE A BlEph o HeERE - Hig T BE N LEE ) EAEE - mH
IREF o KL B REF L - 18I AN & SO B » T 2 Bl T LA &
RIEA A —KHeRE "6 "1y TEFFAIEE , TEEFIEL, T2
APANZeiE ) WUERIE - BROGAIRIFIEHE R T - AR IS 2 M
FELLM A e T it 28 - BLhE— - B —FERER -

TERGERRMYEERR  IRZRIA T B A B AP 5 B e B s =
HKEFEAR » FrAA SR g i 7 1% RIS B M R iy B S -

B o

« E#H

TN 785N

FRPR B S 4 — B P8 5 #1718 55 2K 6 A th B A /7 28 3 {1 o B X
5o Nt — B i e th s " LTS 0 (R#FE) o (HfE
SR RIFT B A Y PE G I8 E R T AITE o LG RIE 2 BhirIRRE
7~ BEEIERE -

BROGAEMIEY 258 T P IS A ) A9Se B MER 2N 1 - B s A
AoF A LE af g B (75 B B PRIRF - — IR EE T $7 18 L - R B FAYEA G2 T i
T~ TERKTEME L TEFARTENS ) B TEE ) FF o plankER CUR)
it T EPRTEIAEE o BRI (RFAL)F) 3 TIESIIEER  IBRESEK L
UCPEVERL - TRFEMENS . BHGR - RPN ) F o B BURT
o BRI A T AR YR B R 5 - I S U BRI O L B B JE R R



48 BAFXEH H+H

TEF TS o IR - SE BB DS R R IR T A5 2 RE 2y - i S g
= TRZEY) VRN SRS EE - PSR ) T E VR RERR
R BRI ~ FEEERY ~ X H P Wrlife s KEERFE - BIHE s 0 TRK
VG BIEER fBEE N 0 (W) R LHEHETEL -
R =+ TB VYR DA - WEE P A - ARVEIER SRk - Bk
fRI5H ) Fratiy g (e e - o iEtha - BENENERY - (3
Letn) = TELUEFARY) - BHEAE ) o EREERIE - H2R
VI BRI SRE RSN AR - BT DAA RNy TR o B TaETE L -

PHJTFT B R St SRR R 22 6k - BT DU AT 1R - A2
HEcApth 2R 518 - 17716 - 2 H CRENTE B - B
B2 % B EE - AU EAEFLEMEE DS mYHEIm AR > ~2H
FATE L H B BEER - B A BRI R A S E (b b AR P gk
75 - FTDERFC T, MR L E5R TR - BB L - JEH T
REGEHA T B RIS S = B R 8 LE VPR - 3 1S R ARACAS B 2 A
Fenh o BLEK 5 AN FNE T RF L SRR BS AS A S~ N E R R
RUERE TR E 2 - RE 1 fiff o B SR A R By 2

R H 2Rt A R e ISR AR A 45 & o B T £
IEFE S R m BTSSR B E B - FTDENS L SN RIMTE M - 1
TR ENY > BhZAE - Bl R o T Y AR - i A A
I - AP Em At - AMeths - WoREmE AE R, (G
T g3 < sERF L BB A MERY IR TR ) & - FR IS SERESY " i e L
iE B B A RETR T F R T EHE ) - BRI SCRAITE L
QI EE EAH OBRR IR A e aE1H < Mt - FAMTE R
—REVERINEHE - L1t DU AE AN GE 22325 M B L JRR 17 R P - 40 (%%
TREFRG ) W

TRz AERIEEZE > B d om0 F
AL R&EAA - 8L RBEIRF - RMI » B ARRAE
FRH - REEFAZE Héake mabtid £3F%
FELRERLE - TEAREIEFR? TABZITF  EHAA R



THEWER R ERNITHERL 49

HAEE L TR - 2SR ARUEE LR, - FFARRT
A I) - G MRGE B AT ) Th RS AR B AR 2 R 1S TR TS
ZIE - FrLih BIE R - DT > 2 ERAER  mENEEMT
RETEELTS - WA RER-FHT - 8 —AE - #E T HEERAN AR
fRF -

» fERE

i 3t i 26 g R AR EE - AN EER H B e AR B B A B
A= o BPEIRFAT R A AR - U2 T RE L B o KL BAT A ST TR
s > B R h B T -

AR HGE RS B BROT AR AT (A ST 15 B RF R B 2% Sy Bl G
RE P EEHEAT - (HAR B RN - FUZ BROEAE B AR am A2 s 46 H
g g [ BEEMRIL © BEfiLi]

IE2EEH

EIEE - PR EMEBIEIRE ) - 54t - KRR - 1989

R T (B SE LB SRS R ) - b« SRS ARG - 2004
HRIBE - (FrE MRS REERER) - 54k - KL HRL - 1992
BRTERSE ~ Bt - CBRIHERSCAY ) - &b - &SR - 1972
BRIEEES ~ B2 - (BRITEEESCRY ) - 35 - Bom ikt - 1998

ikt - CPEFF R EE) - GdE - SRR AR - 1992

BEMERE - CCRALFFMIMET) - 5k« KL ikt - 1990

BREIER - (P IH R B o B SCEREHE ¢ 32 B o P BSOS ) (LR )
55 1048 > Jent « JEAH koL - 2008



50 BR¥XE#H FTH

BRERER - " 7 MR ) ARG
£14) 18 49 » 2008
SO - CFPSEUGEBLIIE ) » (FRORSCEL) 3434 23] - 2005

BRI B OISR G AR ) - (RTL 13



THEWES R ERNTHESRL 51

FEETAWBE

F—BEEA:

AL P B X R R0 55— PR 5 A A 2w B A8 B
WX RBEREE - oA AT E  MARR - AR P
RRASENHFRTELE S MRIBHGFE  ABER
KATHe g0 " 37 1% 4k ) 2 - BB AR T B U0y 3 R ih & o
HpAEESY » wHPEERCILRERAE  FHLRAE

Bl X% b %A KRB BT EZR -

B B R ITH R R AR S FRATCER
FERILIE - PTIR 2 B X R E QR Ak ~ KRR
FHELEBERBRLEOFRERMGAEREGEGHE - A
Fifadh o R GHEBIEATI > kA E TP > HivRIF - R A
R TSRS BT AR LRSI REZHEH %
BHE LB E N ZRERNGE AR RHMA ERB S -

FomEEA:

RO IBAE T X BB R — MR X EA
2 FRIESHHE - FARK - L8 ALME  EETHR
WBEE A PTR B R eRA o AR AT
WBRREE > mA Tk TRR T RE, ZARE
# oIt 5 BB R ERL A M RAG A - A
ERCE R T e F AT NERIY BRCRE AN
XA F YR oy o AN F TR B R4
ZFE ) W o FATM R - R EEAL 0 M Rde LR
HEEA  RLWHA B AEE -

AXRHFLHE —FL T+ BRMAMMHMETAENH 1 TX
R 00 A B AR & 0 R B ECE o R H
HA THERG WRE » EASLMHEAAGEAR AW
2R AEAFE R




52 BIR¥XE#H FTH



