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What is “Chinese literature”
A discussion on concept of  

Chinese Literature and relevant issues  

Zhang Wei-min*

Abstract

The concept of “Chinese literature” attains its meaning and boundaries 
itself by the concept of “China” as is a representation of “nation”. The word 
“China” goes beyond a country’s name and presents Chinese people’s inherent 
notion of nation. As a result, the explanation of “Chinese Literature” may 
contribute to people’s understanding on characteristics of “China” which 
confers aesthetic and literary meaning by temporal and spatial dimensions.  
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